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rebels. This charge is not true; and many who | 
make it know it to be false. Jefferson Davis re- 
joiced in Mr. Lincoln’s proclamations. No man 
was more delighted; not even Secretary Chase | 
nor Senator Sumner. If he and Sumner had con- | 
sulted in harmony, Sumner’s Faneuil Hall speech | 
would have been delivered without alteration. 
Daniel S. Dickinson made delight for the rebels 
by his speech on the proclamation, delivered in 
New York. The doughty Governors (and | do | 
not mean to include the Governor of Maryland) 
would not have been disturbed at Altoona if they | 
had been in the power of William L. Yancey. 
lic would have said to them, ‘all hail! co-work- 
ers for anarchy and the enslavement of the 
masses!’ The rebels are pleased, more than 
leased, at the proposed degradation of our peo- 
ple. If the northern people will submit to incar- 
ceration, hopeless incarceration, for the expres- 
sion of opinions forbidden by no laws, and while 
the courts are embarrassed by nothing but pro- 
yost marshals, who will prevent the success of 
the rebels—Abraham Lincoln and his abolition- 
ists? Imprison the opponents of the proclama- 
tions, and then the distinguisied chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, Sumner, and 
Simeon Draper, relieved from rebel sympathizers 
at home, can move against the rebels! The north- 
ern Bustiles have given the rebels confidence in 
ultimate suecess. The Democratic triumphs of | 
October and November, 1862, have been more | 
eppalling to the confederates than anything which 
has transpired since the fall of Fort Sumter. They | 
feel that a people who will not submit to tyranny 
at Washington, and the destruction of the Con- 
stitution by Mr. Lincoln and his advisers, will 
never submit to an overthrow of the Constitution 
by them. 

The first proclamation was the “ last great act 
of the President,’’ according to Secretary Chase. | 
All of the light of his serenaders was reflected 
from it. It proclaimed all of the slaves at the 
South free,and promised that in one hundred days | 
the President would let them know who were the 
recipients of the blessing. And then the Army | 
and the Navy of the United States—he did not 
exactly say that they would help, but the intima- | 
tion was that they would help the slaves to assert | 
the claim to freedom which was given by the | 
proclamation. Senator Sumner interprets this | 
paper to be an appeal to.the slaves. e thinks 
that the South cannot be overcome if her people | 
are united. He proposes to divide the people of 
the South by arraying the slaves against the white 
people. This is Senator Sumwer’s interpretation 
of the proclamation. Is it not plausible? Is it 
nota just interpretation? Mr. Sumneris the father 
ofthe plan. Who hasa better rigit to expound it? 
It is idle to talk about the Constitution in connec- 
tion with this proclamation. The Constitution 
is an obsolete idea with all who advocate it; and 
every one of those who advocate it will at length 
come to the position of the venerable gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, They will, aftera while, begin 
to getsick when you talk of the Constitution as it 
is and the Union as it was. If State and local 
institutions can be destroyed by Mr. Lincoln in 
this way, there is no doubt of hisright to imprison 
men at the North without trial, who oppose his | 
proclamation against the institutions and prop- | 
erty of the people of the South. Hence the sec- 
ond proclamation is consistent with the first rad- 
ical paper. It was made to intimidate and tocrush 
out the liberties of white men. It is painful to con- | 
ba ~ aan the barbarity involved in these measures. 

What has * brutalized”? the abolitionists? An | 
enlightened people are asked to commend a meas- 
ure invoking slaves to the slaughter of women | 
and children, that the owners of the slaves may | 





be subjugated! This may not be intended by the 
proclamation; but it seems to me that the inference 
reasonable. If a citizen refuses to commend, 
but denounces the measures, he may be guilty of a 
: oe practice.” What is a“ disloyal prac- | 
tice ? he phrase is not technical, and cannot be | 


ae any standard work. The citizen ought | 


| 
| 
| 
i 
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words. 


feeling of hostility to our Government. I would 
give everything I have on earth to free it from the 
dangers that are present and pressing it, and to 
make it permanent and secure. I know I cannot 
be morally disloyal. But I would like to know 
what Simeon Draper will call a ‘ disloyal prac- 
tice.”” He might get a paper to publish an enu- 


| meration of the acts which will be regarded as 


** disloyal practices.’? Then the poor white citizen 
of this Republic would at least be able, by sub- 
mission, to avoid imprisonment. The Bastile is 


} . > **. . 

| the portion of the citizen guilty of an offense the 
| meaning of which is in the breast of Simeon Dra- 
| per. 


In the Bastile, where is his appeal from the 
opinion of Simeon Draper? To the Secretary who 
lauded the proclamation, or to Abraham Lincoln? 
Where is his appeal against the allegations which 


| constitute the basis of Mr. Simeon Draper’s opin- 
| ion? Where is the old writ of liberty—the habeas 
| corpus ? 


Mr. Abraham Lincoln, in his official 
capacity, has suspended it; has taken away the 
Let no advocate of 


Mr. Lincoln’s policy condemn any man for wish- | 


| ing to destroy constitutional liberty in this coun- 
| try, for he will condemn his co-laborer. 


Itisa 
great mistake to suppose that the Constitution is 
too weak for theemergency. If the Constitution 
is too weak, the rebels are too strong for us under 
any plan of operation. The rebels are less strong 
when confronted by the Constitution than they 
would be in any other way. 

By an adherence to the Constitution, we lose 
the sympathy of Wendell Phillips, Governor An- 
drew, and their style of men. They are not 
much better for fighting, at least, than others that 
we gain. We may count on at least two good 
fighting men, ardently enlisted, for every aboli- 
tionist we lose. If the President had adhered 
faithfully to the Constitution, and had told the 
abolitionists that there was no hope for their plan; 
that the friends of the Constitution were never 
to be throttled by proclamations, he would long 


| since have seen what Mr. Seward once imagined, 


“the waning proportions 6f this rebellion.’’ He 
ought to have adhered to the Constitution, and 
never have called upon Congress, nor urged the 
border State men to begin a system of emancipa- 
tion which would be unjust to the North, humili- 
ating to the slaveholding States, and unconstitu- 
tional. He ought never to have urged the border 


| State men a second time to join him in this scheme, 


suggesting that he needed their assistance in it to 
gain relief from abolition pressure. 1 was one of 


the twenty border State men who gave their views | 
at length on this subject in answer to the Presi- | 


dent, in a paper which, I believe, has been gen- 
erally read in the country. If Mr. Lincoln isan 
abolitionist according to the definition of Wen- 


I know that I cannot be guilty of dis- | 
loyalty, because I know that I never have had a 
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friend from Missouri did in the last session of Con- 
gress, but one idea, for I believe they have other 
ideas; but they have one great leading idea, and 
that has almost burst their heads—* slavery is 
the sole cause of the war.’’ And we must re- 
move the cause. These one-idea men are willing 
to give up the white man’s liberty to injure the 
black man by setting him free. Liberty, in civ- 
ilized society, is natural liberty so far restrained 
as is necessary to render the amount retained se- 
cure. A part of man’s natural liberty must be 
given up, so that what remains can be permanent, 
Every member of society must surrender a por- 
tion of his liberty for the good of society in the 
aggregate. Under our system of government, less 
of the natural liberty of man has been surrendered 
than under any other Government which has ex- 
isted in the world, 

{ do not make that declaration in any spirit of 
4th of July oratory. I make it after years of de- 
votion to our system, and after contrasting it with 
that of the governments of ancient times, and of 
the modern governments of the world. | say 
there has been less of personal liberty surren- 
dered by the individual under this Government for 
the good of the aggregate than under any other 
Government which has ever existed. 

*No mere of the black man’s liberty has been 
surrended in this country than oughtto heve been 
surrendered for the good of the whole people. It 
is not necessary to restrain the black man in Ohio 
as much as itisin Kentucky. In Ohio he has as 
much civil liberty as the white man, except that 
he has no Voice in political affairs. ‘There are not 
many in Ohio in proportion to population, I 


| take it for granted that the people of Ohio know 


what is best for society m that State, and they 
know that it is best for the whole people that the 
black man should be restrained as far as they have 
done it. The two hundred and twenty-five thou- 
sand slaves in Kentucky have as much liberty as 
the good of society in the aggregate will jusufy. 


| If they were transferred to Indiana, the people of 


that State would reduce them to the standard of 


| Kentucky. I mention Indiana in this connection, 


because her population is not much greater than 
that of Kentucky. In Vermont, the six hundred 
blacks may be allowed as much liberty and priv- 
ilege as the whites without injury to society. ae 
conclusion and firm conviction is that the blac 

man has as much liberty in the United States as 


| is consistent with the welfare of the whole people, 
| Your abolitionist insists upon abolishimg slavery 


| without removing the negro. 


Q He says that sla- 
very is the cause of the war. Why not say that 
abolitionists constitute the cause of the war? But 
he will answer like the agrarian philosopher, who 


|| taught that “ property is robbery.’’ If there were 


dell Phillips, the Constitution is distasteful to him. | 


Who is a rebel according to the Constitution ? 
Any man who gives willing aid to the confederate 
cause, | hold to be a rebel. According to the 
Constitution, if he falls in our power he must be 
tried by the law. His property may not be con- 
pact’ Prada during his life. By the Constitu- 
tion and the laws of civilized warfare, the Presi- 
dent may not confiscate any property that is not 


used against us. He may confiscate slaves where | 


they areemployed against us. He may confis- 
cate them, and put them to work for our benefit. 


He has no right to set them free and support them |, 


out of the public Treasury. By his proclamation 
he attempts to take away a vast amount of prop- 
erty from the people of the southern States, with- 
out Jaw, in opposition to the rules of war, con- 
trary to the Constitution, and without knowing 


whether it belongs to rebels or to loyal men. Mr. |) 


Lincoln does not know but that the men of Lounis- 
iana prefer, and always have preferred, our Gov- 
ernment, the Union and the Constitution. How 
can he know? There is but one way. Get them 
from under the rebel armies, and stick to the Con- 
stitution in doing it, 

The President is controlled b 


no property, there would be no robbers. If there 
were no slavery, there would be no abolitionists. 
This is the most plausible argument in favor of 
abolishing slavery that I have heard. It is weak- 
ened, however, by the reflection that when they 
ceased to be abolitionists they would go at some 
other mischief. 

[ do not believe it is profitable or at all incum- 
bent upon us ‘to discuss the remote causes of the 
war. The immediate cause was secession. Se- 
cession is unlawful. There was no just ground 
for revolution. Those who got up the secession 
movementare answerable for all of the evils which 
have flowed from it. Their guilt, however, does 
not relieve the abolitionists from a just account- 


'| ability for the mischief they have done. The reb- 


men who have | 


els should be made to submit to the Constitution. 
The people on our side should submit to the Con- 
stitution, and will, fora controlling mujority are 


| so resolved. 


| from our people. 


| unobstructed. 


It is not right to take the writ of habeas corpus 
It is a flagrant violation of th. 
Constitution, and a flagrant violence to liberty, to 
suspend this writ, where the civil tribunals are 
The publicsafety, where invasion 
or rebellion is present, may require it. “Then the 
Constitution provides for a suspension. But be- 
cause, according to this rule, it may be proper 


e been informed as to die meaning of the |i but one great leading idea, | will not say,as my |! to suspend it in Tennessee, it is palpably absurd 
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to argue that therefore it should be suspended in 
Ohie. What imaginable reason was there for de- 
claring it suspended in Ohio when it was done? I 
have been able to assign butone. There may have 
been men going about the State arguing before 
the people that they ought to elect men to office who 
would oppose the abolition policy of the Presi- 
dent. It was thought that such men might be in- 
timidated, or punished ifnot intimidated. It would 
be best not to discuss the policy of the Adminis- 
tration, for fear the people might take sides against 
it. There may have been, and may be, other rea- 
sons for setting aside the great writ. But they 
have not occurred to me. 
will retain the power to employ the writ of habeas 
corpus, public liberty will stand. 

The brave northern Democracy agree with Mr. 
Sumner in one thing. I hope they will take no 
offense. I mean that they think the rebels cannot 
be overcome as long as the southern people are 
united against us. They propose to divide the 
people of the South, but not in the way of Mr. 
Sumner. They propose to convince the world 
that the United States Government will be the 
same after the rebel armies are whipped that it 
was before the rebellion. They propose to show 
mankind that our side must go according to the 
rules of civilized warfare. They propose to di- 
vide the white people of the South, by showing 
that our side is humane and just, and vigorous and 
determined. From the bottom of my heart I 
thank the Democrats of the North for the noble 
stand they have taken against the Administration. 
And I think I can safely say that the Union men 
of the border States will codperate with them. 

Mr. COX obtained the floor, but yielded to 

Mr. HOLMAN, who moved that the commit- 
tee rise, 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and Mr. Burrinton 


As long as the people | 


| 








having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. | 


Dawes reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, 
had the Union generally under consideration, and 
particularly the annual message of the President 
of the United States, and had come to no resolu- 
tion thereon. 
NAVY-YARD SITE. 

Mr. BURNHAM, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
eonsidered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested 
to trausmit to this House, at his earliest convenience, the 


report of the board of officers appointed by him since the | 


last session, to examine or survey certain proposed sites for 
the building of a navy-yard. 


RECORD OF VOTES. 


By unanimous consent, Mr. Epwarps was per- 
mitted to record his vote in the affirmative, and 
Messrs. Cops and Price to record theirs in the 
negative, on the motion of Mr. Lovesoy this 
morning to lay the resolution of Mr. Yeaman on 
the table. 

By unanimous consent, Messrs. Enciisu and 
W apsworrn were permitted to record their votes 
in the negative upon the passage of the bill for the 
admission of West Virginia into the Union. 


INCREASE OF PAY AND BOUNTY TO SOLDIERS. 


Mr. HOLMAN, |\y unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to allow certain bounty to private sol- 
diers honorably discharged from the service, and 
to increase the pay of privates in the Army; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ABOLISHMENT OF SLAVERY IN MISSOURI. 


Mr. NOELLasked consent to introduce a bill to 
secure the abolishment of slavery in the State of 
Missouri, and to provide for the compensation of 
loyal persons therein owning slaves. 


Mr. ROBINSON objected. 


INTERNAL REVENUE. 


Mr.CLEMENTS, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill to amend the act entitled ** An act 
to provide internal revenue for the support of the 
Government, and to pay the interest on the public 
debt,”’ approved July 1, 1862, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

And then, on motion of Mr. EDGERTON, (at 
@ quarter past three o’clock, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned until Monday next at twelve o’clock,m. 





| 
} 
| 





IN SENATE. 
Fripar, December 12, 1862. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SonpeRvanp. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of the 
Navy, transmitting, in answer to a resolution of 


what law appointed, and by whom recommended; 
which, on motion of Mr. Hare, was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 


INTERNAL REVENUE. 


the attention of the honorable Senator from Maine, 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance, toa 


proposing an amendment to the internal revenue 
law. It involves the question of stamps, &c. A 
bill has passed the House of Representatives 
unanimously, extending the time, during which 
stamps may be dispensed with, to the Ist of 
March, and making one ortwo other amendments. 
1 desire to know whether that bill will be reported 


that it will receive the favorable action of the Com- 
mittee on Finance. It is a matter of great interest 
to the people of distant portions of the country; 
| affecting, as it does, the whole subject of convey- 
ances. I know that it isa subject on which Sena- 
tors are called every day to give information to 


ner to know of the chairman of the Committee on 


committee. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 





change in the law, deferring its operation so far 


Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. President, I rise to call | 


bill that has passed the House of Representatives | 


| 
the Senate of the 8th instant, information in rela- | 


tion to what congressional district has more than | 
two midshipmen at the Naval Academy, under | 
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at an early day, and whether there is a probability | 


their constituents; and I desire in this public man- | 


Finance, the honorable Senator from Maine, | 
whether the measure will receive the assent of his | 


I presume there can be | 
no sort of objection to stating that that proposed | 


as it relates to rendering invalid instruments with- | 


out stamps until the Ist of March next, was unan- | 


with regard to the imposition of stamps after the 
date fixed; but it postpones until the lst of March 
the operation of so much of the law as provided 
that instruments not stamped according to law 
should be invalid. ‘That is the bill of the House 
of Representatives, to which I presume there will 
be no objection. 

Mr. POWELL. I hope that the bill to which 
the Senator refers will be speedily passed. The 
portion of the country from which I come is deeply 
interested init. Deeds are made there, and we 


a stamp in any direction inany part of that coun- 
try. 





stamped, is already postponed to the Ist of Jan- 
uary, so that they are perfectly good and can be 
recorded without any trouble, Tis bill postpones 
it still longer. There wasan amendment made to 
the tariff bill by which that was effected. 

Mr. POWELL. I was not aware of that. I 
| looked through the revenue law and I had great 
| doubts about it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, 


| so far as it affects the validity of instruments not 





| 





Y. We put several amend- 
ments on the tariff bill with reference to the in- 
ternal revenue bill; and that was one of them. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


| 
Mr. HARLAN presented the petition of George 
T. Wiggins, for damages on account of the sciz- 
ure of the Leighton House, in the city of Keo- 
kuk, Iowa, by the United States, for a hospital; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. COWAN presented a petition ef twelve 
hundred citizens of Philadelphia, for the passage 
of a bankrupt law; waich was ordered to lie on 
the table. 


cannot put them on record because we cannot get | 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The operation of the act, | 


imously concurred in by the Committee on Fi- | 
nance, and I presume there will be no objection | 
to it. Itdoes not change the law in any particular 
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Mr. ARNOLD presented resolutions of the City | 


Council of the city of Newport, tendering to the 
Government Coaster’s Harbor Island, for the 





/ to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


| Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, presented || 


| 


site of the Naval Academy; which were referred | 





|| the petition of Abraham Lansing, praying for a |, 


December 12 
pension for injuries received while in the nates 
service a the war of 1812; which was re. 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. MORRILL, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of Wij. 
liam 8. Grant, in relation to supplies furnished by him for 
the army in Arizona, under contract with the War Depart. 
ment, and which were seized by the Texan forces, be taken 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 


SOLDIERS’ BOUNTY. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, submitted the 
following resolution; which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs ang 
the Militia be, and they are hereby, instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of allowing to the enlisted men now 
in the service of the United States, and mustered in before 
the passage of the act of July 5, 1862, the same advance of 
bounty as is allowed to enlisted men under that act; and 
also what legislation is necessary to secure the more promp, 
and speedy payment of troops. 


VOLUNTEER NAVAL APPOINTMENTS. 
Mr. HALE. [rise to make a privileged mo- 
tion. I move to reconsider the vote by which the 


bill (S. No. 403) relating to appointments in the 
naval service was indefinitely postponed yester- 


day. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That motion 
will be entered. 


PRINTING OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
Mr. ANTHONY. [am instructed by the Com 


mittee on’ Printing, to whom was referred a reso 
lution for printing five thousand copies of the Pres. 
ident’s message, with the reports of the Secretaries, 
to report it back without amendment, and recom- 


| mend its passage. I ask for its present consider- 


ation, 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That five thousand, copies of the President's 
message, with the reports of thé heads of Departments, be 


printed tor the use of the Senate, without the documents 
accompanying them. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Iam instructed, by the same 
committee, to report back a resolution for printing 
extra copies of the President’s message; and | ask 
for its present consideration. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. It is as follows: | 


Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the Presi- 
dent’s message and accompanying documents be printed, 
omitting the statistical matter, and one thousand copies 
with the statistical matter for the use of the Senate. 

Resolved further, That there be printed, in addition, for 
the use of the heads of the Departments, one thousand 
eight hundred copies of the message of the President and 
accompanying documents, with the statistics and maps, 
one thousand copies of which for distribution to public 
libraries in the States and Territories by the Secretary of 
the Interior. Also, two thousand additional copies of the 
report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, for the use 
of his office ; one thousand copies of the report of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, for the use of his of 
fice ; five hundred copies of the report of the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings, for the use of that office ; five hun 
dred copies of the reports of the officers in charge of the 
Government Hospital for the Insane, for the use of said of 
ficers ; five hundred copies of the reports of the Columbian 
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind, for the 
use of said officers ; and five hundred copies of the reports 
of the officers in charge of the Penitentiary for the District 
of Columbia, for their us®. 

In order that the views of the Secretary of the Interior 
upon the various subjects treated of in these reports may 
be the more fully understood, 

Be it further resolved, That so much of his report be 
printed therewith as relates to the same subject. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I move to amend the res- 
olution, by adding “five hundred copies of the 
report of the Metropolitan Police Board, for the 
use of that board.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY. This is the same number 
of paras as were printed last year. Some Sen- 
ators have suggested that there ought to bea larget 
number of the full message with the documents; 
and some have suggested that there ought not to 
be so many of the message, without the accom- 
panying documents. The committee have re- 
ported the usual resolution, the same that was 
reported last year; and I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to it, so that if any Senator 
desires any modification, he may have an oppo! 
tunity to propose it. 

Mr. HALE. As the Senate is not full, perhaps 
it had better lie over until to-morrow. __ 

Mr. ANTHONY. It isdesirable that this copy 
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should be in the hands of ne pete as soon as 
sossible. Every day that we delay action on the 
subject delays the delivery of the documents on 


our table. , 
The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. HALE. I move that when the Senate 
adjourns to-day, it be to meet on. Monday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 


adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpary, December 15, 1862. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SUNDERLAND. 
The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 
woved. 


The Vice President (Hon. Hannipat Hamu) || 


appeared and resumed the chair. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a memo- 
rial of the Legislature of Minnesota, praying that 
immediate measures may be taken to repair the 
wesent bridge over the Blue Earth river, on the 
Mendota and Big Sioux road, as speedily as the 
same can be done; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. HALE presented the memorial of Lewis 
Warrington, a paymaster in the United States 
Navy, praying that the accounting officers of the 
Treasury may be directed to pass to his credit the 
amount with which he now stands charged, re- 
sulting from the unfaithfulness of his clerk at the 


vavy-yard at Pensacola; which was referred to | 


the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. ARNOLD presented the 
George H. Calvert, in behalf of Commander Ma- 


rion of the United States Navy, absent on duty, | 
protesting against the action of the late advisory | 


board of naval officers in relation to Commander 
Marion, and praying for relief therefrom; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of George 
W. Doty, a lieutenant in the United States Navy, 
praying for relief for himself and other naval offi- 
cers from the alleged unjust action of the late ad- 
visory board of naval officers, in withholding a 
recommendation for promotion; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of the 


city of New York, for the passage ofageneral bank- | 


ruptiaw; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. COWAN presented the petition of John C. 
MeGill, praying payment for Scan delivered to 
Shivlds’s division of the United States Army, in 
May, 1862; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. ° 


Mr. McDOUGALL presented the petition of | 


John R. Price, praying for a survey of certain 


lands in the State of California, reserved for pub- | 


lic uses, for the purpose of determining what por- 


tou is necessary for fortifications and other mili- | 


tary and naval defenses, and that al! lands not so 
found absolutely necessary for such purposes may 
be exeepted and withdrawn from said reservation, 


and made subject to entry and sale under the laws | 


ofthe United States; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. FLELD presented a petition of soldiers dis- 
charged from the volunteer army of the United 
States, on account of disabilities incurred in the 
service, praying for a bounty of $100; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia. 

CREDENTIALS PRESENTED. 


Mr. COLLAMER presented the credentials of 

on. Soromon Foor, elected a Senator by the 
Legislature of the State of Vermont, for the term 
of six years from the 4th of March, 1863; which 
were read, and ordered to be filed. 


PAYMENT OF JUDGMENTS FOR DUTIES. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The Committee on Fi- 
hance, to whom was referred the amendment of 
the House of Representatives to the amendment 
of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 581) concern- 
wg judgments in certain suits brodght by the Uni- 

States, have directed me to report it back. 
This bill came from the House originally, and it 
was amended by the Senate; the House have con- 





memorial of | 
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l} curred in the amendment of the Senate with an 
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| the Committee on Naval Affairs than by the Com- | 


ree 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


i 
| 
amendment, and the Committee on Finance rec- | 
ommend that the Senate do not concur in the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to | 
ouramendment. I hope the question will be taken | 
now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maine asks the unanimous consent of the Senate | 
to consider this bill at the present time. Is there | 
any objection? The Chair hears The 
amendment will be read. 

The amendment of the Senate was to strike out 
all after the word ‘ that’’ in line one, and insert 
the following: 

Whenever judgments shall be recovered by the United 
States in any suit now pending, or hereafter to be brought, 
for the collection or recovery of duties on imports, or of 
moneys due the United States from any collector, or other 
officer of the customs of the United States, it shall be the 
duty of the court in which such judgments shall be rendered 
to indorse upon the execution, or other process issued there - 
on, a statement of the cause of action as aforesaid ; and the 
amount of debt or damage therein specitied, with interest 
thereon, shall be collected and paid in the gold and silver 
coin of the United States. 

The House a to amend the Senate amend- 
ment by adding the following: 

And any judgments rendered against collectors for duties 
illegally or erroneously exacted, and all amounts of duty 
illegally or erroneously exacted that may be refunded, shall | 
be paid in the gold and silver coin of the United States. 
The foregoing provision shall not apply to judgments against 
officers of the United States, unless for moneys received for 
duties on imports, or in cases of fraud. 

The amendment of the House of Representa- || 
tives was non-concurred in. 


| 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
589) to adjust appropriations heretofore made for 
the civil service of the Navy Department, to the 
present organization of that Department, have di- || 
rected me to report it back, and to ask that the || 
committee be discharged from its consideration, | 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. It does not make uny appropriation; it 
is simply with reference to exchanging appropri- 
ations, or transferring them in the Navy Depart- | 
ment—a matter which can be better attended toby 


| 
| 


hone, 


mittee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DIXON. The Committee to Audit and | 
Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, 
to whom was referred the joint resolution (S. 
No. 107) to pay the widow of the late John R. 
Thomson the amount due to him as a Senator at | 
the time of his death, have instructed me to report 
the same back, with a recommendation that it do 
not pass, for the reason that the existing law pro- | 
vides for the payment, and therefore the passage || 
of the resolution is unnecessary. 

The report of the committee was concurred in. | 


RANK OF MEDICAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Com- || 
mittee on Military Affairsand the Militia,to whom | 
was referred the bill (S. No. 408) to abolish the 
rank and grade of medicul officers in the United 
States service, have instructed me toreport it back, || 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. I will |; 
not ask for its consideration now, unless the Sen- 1 
ator from New Hampshire, who introduced it, | 
desires its consideration. 

Mr. HALE. I think it is manifest—and the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
will bear me out—that the Committee on Military 
Affairs have reported this bill back without having 
given it any consideration. They took it for 
granted that i ought not to pass. That is mani- 
fest by the time the committee have taken. I donot 
expect the bill to pass at this time, but | know that 
it ought to pass; for, to my mind, nothing is more 
absurd than giving military rank to surgeons in 
the Army. I know that there will be a great hue 
and ery raised about it by these doctors; I have 
heard from one of them, who says he wishes to 
have the satisfaction of seeing me with a bullet 
through my lungs, and he sitting by. I should 
rather be in that situation than with a dose of his 
medicine in my bowels. [Laughter.] | think my 
chances of recovery would be a good deal better. 
{Laughter.] But, sir, at some other time I will 
call th 


| 
| 
| 


when I do call it up, 1 will endeavor to submit | 
some views to the Senate upon it. 
' 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie over. 


is billup. Letit lie over for the present, and | 
! 





RELIEF TO BRITISH OPERATIVES. 
Mr. FIELD, I beg leave to offer the following 


| resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
instructed to report, at as early a day as practicable, whether 
some method cannot be devised for extending relief or in 
some other way manifesting the sympathy of Congress 
towards those suffering operatives in Great Britain, who, 
stripped of employment by reason of the measures to which 
the Government of the United States has been compelled 
to resort for the purpose of putting down rebellion, have 
nevertheless borne their sufferings with such exemplary pa- 
tience, and have refused to clamor for foreign intervention 
in our affairs, lest by so doing they should hurt the sacred 
cause for which we are contending. 


Mr. President, I shall not ask the Senate to take 
any action upon the resolution at the present time, 
My motion is that it be laid upon the table, and 
printed; and I shall avail myself of an opportu- 
nity of calling it up at a future day, when Per 
make a few remarks in favor of its adoption. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie over 
under the rule. 

The resolution was ordered to be printed. 


REPORT OF REVERDY JOHNSON. 


Mr. COLLAMER submitted the following rea- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be, and is hereby, requested, 
if not inconsistent with the public interest, to transmit to 
the Senate the report, with the accompanying documents, 
ot Hon. Reverdy Johnson, as commissioner of the United 
States during the past summer in New Orleans, 


SET-OFF OF REBELLION DAMAGES. 
Mr. WRIGHT submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by act 
of Congress that any loyal citizen of the United States whe 
has sustained damage from the troops of the States engaged 
in the present rebellion, or the forces of any one or more of 
such States, may set-off or recoup such damages against 


|} any claim or demand against him in any suit in equity or 


action at law, by any of such rebellious States or agent or 
trustee for such States, or in any case where such claim or 
deinand is for the use or benefit of such States. 


CENSURE OF PRESIDENT BUCITANAN. 
Mr. DAVIS. 


tion: 

Resolved, That after it had become manifest that an in- 
surrection against the United States was about to break out 
in several of the southern States, James Buchanan, then 
President, from sympathy with the conspirators and their 
treasonable projects failed to take necessary and prope: 
measures to prevent it; therefore he should receive the 
censure and condemnation of the Senate and the Americaa 
people. 

I ask for the present consideration of this reso- 
lution with a view to take a vote, not to debate 
it. 1 presume every gentleman has made up his 
mind. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let it be read again. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. | It will be again 
read. 

The Secretary read the resolution, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let it lie over. I think 


it is too important a resolution to be passed, with- 


I submit the following resolu- 


| out consideration, in this way. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
must lie over under the rule. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I object. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to suspend the rules with 


If objected to, it 


| a view to take it up. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The impression of 
the Chair is that it requires the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to consider it to-day. 


COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I have received a letter 
from Hon. Mr. Pearca, of Maryland, stating 
that the condition of his health is such that it is 
doubtful whether he will be here for some time, 
and requesting that he be excused from further 
service at this session upon the Committee on Fi- 
nance; and as it is desirable that the committee 
should be full, in view of the subjects that will come 
before it during the session, I state that desire of 
his to the Senate that he be excused from further 
service; and I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Rice 


to fill the vacancy on the committee. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. HOWE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a joint resolution tendering the 
thanks of Congress to Captain Cadwallader 


ing - 
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gold, and the officers and crew of the United States || 


ship Sabine, for gallant services. 


Mr. WILKINSON gave notice of his intention | 


to ask leave to introduce a bill providing for the 
indemnification of citizens of Minnesota who have 
suffered losses by the Sioux Indians, in their late 
attacks upon the people of that State. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SHERMAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
412) to amend an act entitled ‘** An act to further 

ovide for the collection of duties on imports and 
tor other purposes,’’ approved July 13, 1861; and 
unactentitled ** An act to confiscate property used 
for insurrectionary purposes,’’ approved August 
6, 1861; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 413) providing for the extinc- 
tion of Indian titles in Kansas, and the removal 
of the Indians from said State; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. RICE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (8. 
No. 111) explanatory of the eighth section of the 
actentited **An act making appropriations for the 
service of the Post Office Department during the 
fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1863;’? which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


BILLS RECOMMITTED. 
On motion of Mr. LANE, of Kansas, it was 


Ordered, 'That the bill (8. No. 327) for the relief of the | 


heirs and administrators of John Denham and George Town- 
ley, deceased, be recommitted to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claiims. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 


by Mr. Erueripes, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the joint resolution of the Sen- 


ate (No. 108) for increasing the bond of the Su- | 


perintendent of Public Printing. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the Speak- 
er of the House of Representatives had signed the 
following enrolled bills; which thereupon received 
the signature of the Vice President: 

A bill (S. No. 365) providing for the admission 
of the State of West Virginia into the Union; 

A bill (S. No. 405) authorizing the holding of 
a special session of the United States district 
court for the district of Indiana; and 

A bill (8. No. 406) for the relief of the owners 
of the French brig Jules et Marie. 


VOLUNTEER NAVAL APPOINTMENTS. 


Mr. HALE. | move that the motion I made on 
Friday last, to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill relating to volunteer naval appointments was 
indefinitely postponed, be now taken up. 

The VICE Pit 
nally indefinitely postponed, and a motion to re- 
consider was entered. The question is on pro- 
ceeding to the consideration of the motion sub- 
mitted by the Senator from New Hampshire, to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill (S. No. 403) 
relating to appointments in the naval service was 
indefinitely postponed. 

The motion was agreed to, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
before the Senate is the motion to reconsider the 
vote indefinitely postponing the bill. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. by ident, if I supposed that 
the Senate had deliberately considered this subject, 
and that it was the deliberate judgment of the 
Senate that there should be no interference in the 
matter of these appointments, I certainly would 
not take up the time of the body; but I do not so 
believe. It is a matter that was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, received deliberate 
attention there, and,so far as the main features of 
the bill were concerned, it had the unanimous as- 
sent of that committee. There was some differ- 
ence of opinion in regard to the amendment; and 
now let me state exactly how that is. The pro- 
vision of the Constitution is as follows: 


* The President shall have power, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, to make treaties, provided two 
thirds of the Senate concur. He shall nominate, and by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate shall ap- 


peiat cinbacradors, otier pablic ministers, constls, judges 





| 
' 
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of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United 


States whose appointments are not herein: otherwise pro- | 


vided for, which shall be established by law; but Congress 
may, by law, vest the appointment of such inferior officers 


| as they think proper in the President alohe, in the courts 


of law, or in the heads of Departments.” 


If these officers of the Navy are not such * in- | 


ferior officers’? as Congress by law may vest the 
appvintment of in somebody else, the Constitution 


| requires that they shall be submitted to the Senate 


_ vested in the appointment of subordinate officers | 
| orin the President, without the intervention of the | 
It may be sufficient to say that from the || 


ESIDENT. The bill was origi- | 


for confirmation. These officers now number 


nearly two thousand. They comprise officers of | 
various grades in the Navy, upon whosediscretion | 
and fidelity and sobriety depends the very na- | 
tional life. There are no officers that are appointed | 


under the Constitution who have higher respons- 
ibilities devolving upon them than these very offi- 
cers. 
bring the mind of the Senate to the conclusion that 
they are such ‘inferior officers’’ as by law are 


Senate. 
commencement of the history of the Government 
down to the present time, the nominations of na- 


| val officers have been required to be submitted to 


the Senate, and they are to-day in the regular 
Navy; but here you have this anomaly: more 
than three fourths of your naval officers to-day are 


officers of this class, in the volunteer naval service, | 


holding their appointments under the Secretary 
of the Navy, without any confirmation by the 


| Senate, while every officer down to a lieutenant 








| in the regular naval service holds his commission 


from the President, with the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

Mr. President, the only law that has been re- 
ferred to, to show that Congress have vested this 


| authority in the Secretary, is the act passed on 
| the 24th of July, 1861, entitled ** An act to pro- 
| vide for the temporary increase of the Navy;”’ 


and as it isvery short, [ will read it. It provides: 

** That for and during the present insurrection, the Secre- 
tary of the Navy shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
hire, purchase, or contract fur such vessels as may be ne- 
cessary for the temporary increase of the Navy of the Uni- 
ted States,” Ke. 


Thatisthe firstsection; and the second section is: 
* That the temporary appointments made, or which may 
be made, by the Secretary of the Navy, of acting lieuten- 
ants, acting paymasters, acting assistant surgeons, acting 
masters, aid masters’ mates, are hereby ratified and con- 
firmed as temporary acting appointments, until the return 


of the vessels in wiich they are respectively employed, or || 
until the suppression of the presentinsurrection, as may be || 
deemed necessary; and the rate of compensation allowed || 
for the several grades specified is bereby legalized and ap- || 


proved.” 


What might have been expedient and proper at 
that time it does not follow of necessity is expe- 
dient and proper at the present time. What was 
our condition at thattime? The Secretary of the 
Navy, without any law, had made these appoint- 
ments. I do not mean to imply any censure on 
the Secretary for that; on the contrary, I think 


he did right, exactly right, because he knew the | 
| emergencies of the country, and he took the re- 
| applaud him for | 


sponsibility in his own hands. 
it. I think he was right; and | think Congress 


were right, when they came together, in ratifying | 


and confirming what the Secretary had done. It 
was a time of great emergency. The rebellion 


had broken out in a recess of Congréss, and the | 


President and Cabinet were called upon to exer- 


cise every function, and to assume every author- || 


ity, which the safety and salvation of the country 
— and they did it. I think Congress did 
right in ratifying and confirming their action; and 
I am not certain that they did not do right in going 
further*and confirming what he might thereafter 
do; because Congress were called together to meet 
a great emergency, and they did not Know what 
measures might be found necessary; and with a 
generous confidence they, beforehand, ratified and 
confirmed not only everything the Secrttary had 
done, but everything he might do in the matter. 
But, sir, that time has passed away; and the 
question is now, whether the Senate are prepared, 
in the matter of appointments in the naval ser- 
vice, to abdicate, to abandon, to give up the super- 
visory power which the Constitution has placed 
in them, and to leave everything to the discretion 
of the Secretary. I do not mean to be understood 
as implying the slightest censure upon or the 
slightest distrust of the Secretary in this matter. 
I would not trust any man that God ever made 
to exercise a discretion which the Constitution 


it seems to me that it will be difficult to | 


December 15, 


‘| had devolved upon me, and which I had sworn | 


0 
j 


exercise. Let me say, Mr. President, that I think 
| it is one of the evil tendencies of the times that 

the Senate and the Congress are too much dis. 
|| posed to let go the rightful authority and contro! 
which, by the Constitution, is vested in them, | 
know,as wellas anybody can teli me, that a state 
of war brings with it a new state of things, new 
duties and new dangers. I know,as well as any- 
body, thatin time of war the Executive has the 
right, and it is his duty, to assume great powers, 
powers that would not be tolerated for a moment 
in time of peace; and I am willing, as far as the 
public necessity goes, to yield to that. I am will- 
ing to give my confidence as freely, where the 
country demands it, asany member of the Senate, 
But, sir, in cases Where there is no public emer. 
|| gency, in cases where there is no necessity, in 
l| cases where the provisions of the Constitution 


are clear, imperative, and unmistakable, | am un- 
willing to yield it up to the Executive or anybody 
else. 

| Now, sir, here are these men, eighteen or nine- 
| teen hundred of them, commanding your vesseis 
in various places, exercising high trusts, aud alj 
tliat this bill asks of you is to apply to them the 
same rule, exactly, that you apply to the regular 
Navy. Ithas been said that it will be inconven- 
ient, that there are a great many of them, hun- 
dreds of them, and it will be impossible for the 
Senate to look into the cases. Sir, [ think if 
there is a member of this body who is unwilling, 
from the matter of inconvenience to himself, to 
discharge @very duty of the Constitution, that 
member has no business toa seat upon this floor, 
| If it is our constitutional duty to act on these ap- 
| pointments, there is no argument of inconvenience 
| that can relieve us from the constitutional obli- 
| gation to discharge it. 

Let meask you, sir, was it intended by Congress 
in the act from which I have read, to vest this dis- 
cretion? Did the Congress, by this act of July 24, 

| 1861, undertake to say that for all coming time lieu- 
‘| tenants in the Navy were to be considered such in- 
| ferior officers as the Secretary of the Navy might 
appoint without reference to the Senate? No such 
' thing. It isnotto be found in the words or in the 
spirit of the law of July 24, 1861. — All that that 
law meant to do was what | have said, and then it 
|| discharged itself; and it strikes me that the duty 
| remains to the Senate requiring these nominations 
to be submitted to this body. In the Army, quar- 
termasters and commissaries, surgeons and assist- 
ant surgeons, all have to be submitted to the Sen- 
ate, and the aids to the generals also. We started 
in the last session with the idea that those aids 
| were not to be required to be submitted, and they 
were multiplied to a very great extent; but before 
Congress adjourned at the last session, they re- 
traced their steps, and required the name of every 
one of the aids to the generals to be sent here. 
Now, I desire that the same thing may be done in 
this case; and I protest beforehand that, in making 
| this movement, I am governed by no desire toaf- 
|| fect a solitary one of these officers. I do not know 
|| one of them. | aver, again, that I have no desire 
|| in this course to cast any censure on the Secretary, 
for lapprove what the Secretary has done. i think 
he has done right, exactly right, what he oughi to 





have done, and what he could not but do; but 
| everything having been done thus, now the ques- 
|| tion arises whether we shall permit lieutenants in 
|| the Navy to be appointed, indefinite in their num- 
ber and indefinite in the duration during which 
they are to hold their office, and to have the com- 
mand of three fourths of our great naval force, for 
which we are to spend something like $60,000,000 
this year, and let that immense arm, that right 
arm of the national service, be governed and mau- 
aged by a set of officers over whose appointment 
the Senate has no control. ; 
Mr. GRIMES. Mr. President, I have very li'- 
tle to say in addition to what I said the other day 
when this subject was under the consideration ol 





the Senate. It seems to me there cannot be any 
controversy as to the officers designated in the bill 
being such officers as are provided for inthe clause 
of the Constitution to which the Senator has re- 
ferred. They are inferior officers. They are de- 
scribed in the act of Co which has been quo- 
ted, under which they are authorized to be appoint 
ed,as temporary officers. They are to hold their 
places only during the continuance of the present 
insurrection, or until the return of the vessels ' 
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which they are employed. They are all second, 
third, or fourth assistant engineers, acting assist- 


in the service. 
Mr. HALE. And lieutenants. 
Mr.GRIMES. There are ennai eat any 
are called acting volunteer lieutenants, and in all 
cases, or in nearly all cases, are subordinate to 


several other officers in the same squadron or the | 
same vessel, who rank them and who command | 
Therefore, I say, it seems to me there can- || 
not be any controversy ms to their being such offi- | 


them. 


cers as were intended to be covered by that clause 
of the Constitution which the Senator from New 
Hamphire has quoted. Certain itis that Con ress 
so considered them; that the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, who reported this bill in July, 1861, so 


considered them, and I apprehend the Senator | 


himself has so considered them up to a very re- 
cent period; for it must strike Senators as being 


very peculiar, that although this law has been on | 


the statute-book eighteen months, and although 
the Naval Register which contains the names of 
these, between eighteen and nineteen hundred tem- 


porary officers was published on the Ist of Septem- | 


ber, 1862, and nearly all of them had had their 


appointments conferred on them, and were in the | 


exercise of the duties of their positions, when we 
adjourned on the 18th of July last, yet, during 


that whole long session of eight months, neither | 


the Senator from New Hampshire, nor any other 
wember of this body, or of the other House, at- 


tempted to require that these men should be | 


breught before us for confirmation. 
not desirous to strike at any man on this list; that 


do not. 


Mr. HALE. Ido not know one. 


Mr.GRIMES. Exactly; and I do not know | 
one. They have been upon your list for a year || 


and a half. 
Mr. HALE. Howmany of them? 


Mr. GRIMES. A great many of them have. | 
Nearly all these men had been appointed before | 


the last session of Congress expired. 
not an effort of this sort made then? 

Mr. President, it is said that this is an anom- 
alous condition of thi#gs; that here are men exer- 


Why was 


been confirmed by the Senate, while correspond- 


ing officers in other eee were required to || 
that the amount of pay re- | 


be confirmed. It is saic 
ceived by these eighteen or nineteen hundred offi- 
eers is something like two million dollars. Why, 
sir, it is not one fourth as much as is paid to your 
custom-house officers throughout the country, no 


one of whom, a the collectors, surveyors of | 


pegs and naval officers, is confirmed. 


I appre- 
end there is in the patronage of the Treasury De- | 
partment, through the custom-house in New York | 
city alone, an amount of money equal to the amount 


that is paid to these officers. If, therefore, the 
magnitude of the salaries paid to these officers is 
any argument for their confirmation by the Sen- 
ate, why doesit not apply with equal force toevery 
other department of the Government? 

_ Butitis said that other officers, or officers of like 
importance in other services about the country, 
are required to be confirmed. That I apprehend 
to bea mistake. 


Ifso, it is certainly under a very recent law; and 


if we have passed ae such law, we did not make || 
require them to be sent in | 


it retrospective, an 
after they had been confirmed, and were in the full 
exercise of their duties. 


The Senator from New Hampshire is right in | 
one respect, in regard to the action of the com- | 


mittee. The committee were unanimous, as I un- 
derstand it,as to thegeneral principle of these con- 
firmations. I agree that it is proper that the nom- 
Inations hereafter to be madeshould be sent to the 
Senate’for confirmation, and I agree that all that 
hereafter may be made shall be sent to us for con- 

rmation, in this grade or in any other grade that 
the Senator from New Hampshire or any other 
Senator has a mind to designate; but I do say that 
I can find no reason, if these men have been ap- 
pointed under the Constitution and laws, and are 
now exercising the duties of their offices, why we 
shall go back and act upon those nominations, 
and, if we do not see fit to confirm them, thereby 














to indefinitely postpone ha 
that we were now to vote on the bill. 











We are not called upon to con- | 
firm the assigtant postmasters generally, I believe. || 
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great deal of injury that might possibly, wader 1 
given circumstances, result to the public service 
ant paymasters, or officers holding some low grade from doing it; and unless the Senator from New 

F | Hampshire can show me some substantial reason 
for doing it, 1 am not willing to run the risk of 
making the attempt. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


on reconsidering the vote by which this bill was 
indefinitely postponed. 


Mr. HALE. Onthatlask forthe yeasend nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I supposed that the motion 
i been withdrawn, and 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
reconsidering the vote by which the bill was post- 
poned. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will say a word on that 
subject. I think the two Senators who have spoken 
on this matter agree substantially upon the merits 
of the bill. The bill in some form ought to pass, 
and these nominations ought to be sent to the Sen- 
ate. The only question on which the Senators dis- 
agree is, whether the nominations made before the 
present time shall be sent to the Senate for con- 
firmation. They never have been confirmed, and 
we have no statement on our records of the nu- 
merous naval officers appointed under this act. 
Simply to furnish that record, to give us the names 
of these officers, I am in favor of the billasit was 


|| reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


It was there considered, and, I think, acquiesced 
in. As to the appointments in the future, there 


¢ || is no doubt about the propriety of sending them 
The Senator told us the other day that he was | 


here for confirmatton. As to those officers who 


| have been appointed in the past, there can be no 
he did not know an unworthy man upon it. I || 


possibility of harm from requiring their names to 
be sent here. Not a single Senator, I believe, will 
object to the confirmation of any on the list. The 
Senator from New Hampshire himself says he 


does not intend to object to any that have been | 


appointed; that he approves and indorses the con- 
duct of the Secretary of the Navy, and would not 
object to any nomination that has been made. 
Now, what objection has the Senator from Iowa 
against having this list sent to us, to be looked 
over, if necessary to be examined, to be confirmed 


| generally? It cando no harm, and it preserves on | 
|| the records of the Senate the names and rank of | 
cising very responsibie positions who have not || 


all these temporary officers. It seems to me the 
passage of the bill as reported from the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs cannot by possibility doany 
harm, and will furnish us a record which may be 


| of service hereafter. I shall, therefore, vote for the 


bill as it was reported. | suppose the proposition 
to postpone it indefinitely will be withdrawn. I 
hope that vote will be reconsidered, and that we 
may have definite action on the bill. Even if the 


| opinion of the Senator from lowa prevails, and 


we do not require all the old nominations to be 


| sent in, it is important to pass this bill in orderto 


require future nominations to be sent here for-con- 
firmation. 
ought to be reconsidered, and the bill ought to pass. 

Mr. BROWNING. Mr. President, the effect 


of the bill, if it should pass, would be to reject | 


from the service all of this list of officers whose 
names might not afterwards be laid before us 
for confirmation, and all whose names being laid 
before us were not confirmed. If, as contended 
for by the Senator from Iowa, they are, within 


the meaning of the Constitution, ‘* inferior offi- | 
cers,’’ then they are in office under the Constitu- | 


tion and law, as effectually as any officer of the 
Government is in office. Having been appointed 
by the President under the law as “ inferior offi- 
cers,”” 
the Constitution, they are already in office, and 
we cannot now, in my judgment, add any other 
condition or qualification by which they are to 
be enabled to hold their office; nor can we in 
this way legislate them out of office. 
to me, the difficulty with this bill is this: if they 
are in Office, if they are really ‘inferior officers,” 
they are appointed constitutionally ,and hold their 
Offices as constitutionally us we do, and we have 
no power in this way to legislate them out; and 
yet the effect of the bill, if it passes, will be to 


reject from the service all whose names may not | 
be sent to us, and all who shall not be confirmed |) 


if they are laid before us. I think we have no 


power to-do that, assuming that they arealready | 


. i] i ne 
deprive them of their offices. I canapprehenda | Mr. 


in office. 
ALE. The objection of the Senator 


from Illinois applies to a portion of the bill only. 
The first part of the bill is prospective. 


prospective, | have no objection. 
tion is only in regard to those gppeintments that 
have already been made under the previous bill. 


In‘either view, I say the question 


within the meaning of the provision of | 


It seems | 





85 


~~ wee = 





————— SS SO - 


Mr. BROWNING. To that portion which is 
My sugges- 


Mr. HALE. Well, sir, let us have the yeas 


and nays on the reconsideration. 


Mr. GRIMES. 


I wish to say that I have no 


earthly objection, and I do not see that there ean 


be any objection, to the first clause of the bill—to 
that which relates to prospective appointments. 
My sole objection is to going back and overhaul- 
ing eighteen hundred officers who, as I under- 
stand it, have been legally and constitutionally 
appointed, and which, if we attempt it, will very 
likely involve usin an immense amount of trouble. 
If we shall adjourn without their being confirmed, 
and they shall be reappointed by the Secretary 
of the Navy or the President of the United States, 
then we shall have aclamor throughout the coun- 
try that the President and Secretary have been 
disobedient to the voice and wish of the Senate, 
because they have reappointed men upon whom 
we had failed to act. do not wish to subject 
the President of the United States and the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to any such imputations. 

Mr. BROWNING. My attention is just called 
by the Clerk to the fact that the objectionable part 
of the bill has already been stricken out, on mo- 
tion of the Senator from Iowa, and that if the bill 
paver in its present condition, its operation will 
1 prospective only. 

Mr. GRIMES. That is so, I believe. 

Mr. FOOT. There seems to be no division of 
opinion in the Senate in reference to the propriety 


| of reconsidering the vote neeennicy postponing 


the bill; and if the call for the yeasand nays shall 
be withdrawn, as it may be with the unanimous 
consent of the Senate, let the vote be taken vive 
voce, as everybody is willing that it should be re- 
considered, and let the question arise upon the 
proposition of amendment made by the Senator 
from Iowa, which has already been adopted. I 


| suppose that the purpose of the Senator from New 


Hampshire, in moving a reconsideration of the 
vote indefinitely postponing the bill, was to reach 
theamendment of the Senator from Iowa, by mov- 


| ing to reconsider that. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. ff it be the unan- 
imous sense of the Senate, that course will be 
taken. The Chair hears no objection. The ques- 
tion, then, will be put, without taking the yeas 
and nays, on reconsidering the vote indefinitely 
postponing the bill. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill is now 
before the Senate, and open to amendment. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I take it, the reconsidering 
of the vote postponing the bill indefinitely still 
leaves that motion to postpone pending, unless 
the gentleman withdraws it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion is still 
before the Senate, uniess it be withdrawn by the 
mover. 

Mr. HALE. I withdraw it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘That motion can 
be withdrawn by the unanimous consent of the 
Senate. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Now, in order to givean 
opportunity to the honorable Senator from New 
Easnpahire to be fully heard in relation to all the 
beartngs of the bill, as it originally came before us, 
I move to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 


| mentof the Senator from Lowa was adopted, in or- 


der that we may have the bill before us as i was 
originally reported, and take new proceedings 
upon it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont moves to reconsider the vote by which 
the following words were stricken from the bill: 

“And all such appointments hitherto made, which shall 
not have been confirmed by the Senate on or before the od 
of March next, shall cease and determine on that day.”’ 

Mr. GRIMES. Upon that question, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr McDOUGALL. I trust that the question 


may be open. Ido not propose to enter into the 


argument,and would notenter into the argument 
now, but | believe the proposition involves a great 
question, both of constitutional law and of sound 
practice; and it certainly should be discussed, in 
‘order thatwe many act wisely and advisediy in the 
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matter. I irust the question may be open, and 
that it may be discussed. 


I entertain a certain | 


opinion; Lam not confident that I am right; but | 


from the attention I have been able to bestow 
on the subject, [am inclined to agree with the 


Senator from New Hampshire. At least, I should | 
like to hear his opinions, and have the subject dis- | 
cussed. I think it involves graver questions than 


lie upon the surface of the proposition. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I concur with what the 
Senator from California has said. 
had not been called particularly to this bill until 
a few moments ago; andas, in the shape in which 
the question is now presented, it is to involve the 
power of Congress to limit the term which an offi- 
cer shall hold who has been appointed without 
the consent of the Senate, I think we ought not to 
pass a vote here declaring that when a man has 


been appointed to an inferior office, if you please, | 


without any limitation of time, he is therefore en- 


titled to hold that office as long as he lives, and | 


there is no power in Congress to limit the term 
of the office. 
sition as that. | understand that we have a per- 
fect right to limit the term of the office. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is limited now by the 
law. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
tion of the war. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. But we can limit it to the 
end of this session, if we think proper; and that, I 
understand, is the permission in the bill. Butthe 


I understand not. 
It is limited to the dura- 


I cannot agree to any such propo- | 


doctrine is now advanced, that constitutionally we | 


have no right to limit the term of those persons 


who have been appointed without the advice and | 


consent of the Senate; that, though we can do so 


as to future appointments, we cannotin regard to | 


the past. I cannot agree to any such proposition 
as that; and if that is to be the result of a refusal 
to reconsider, I think we had better reconsider our 


ate. Whether or not it will be advisable to re- 
quire the appointments which have been made 
to be submitted to the Senate for confirmation, is 
another question, which, I am free to say, I have 
notexamined sufficiently to have an opinion upon, 
but I entirely dissent from the other proposition. 


ARREST OF CITIZENS OF DELAWARE. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning hour 


having expired, the unfinished business of the last 
sitting now comes up regularly in order. The 


question before the Senate is the resolution sub- | 


mitted by the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Savts- 
BURY.| 
The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
directed to inform the Senate whether Dr. John Laws and 


Whiteley Meredith, or either of them, citizens of the State | 
of Delaware, have been arrested and imprisoned in Fort | 
Delaware; when they were arrested and so imprisoned; | 


the charges against them; by whom made; by whose or- 
ders they were arrested and imprisoned; and that he com- 
municate to the Senate all papers relating to their arrest and 
imprisonment. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The pending ques- 
tion is the amendment of the Senator from Indi- 
ana, {Mr. Wriaur,] to strike out the words ** the 
Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, directed ,”’ 
and insert, ‘‘ the President be requested, if in his 


judgment it shall not be incompatible with the | 


public interest.”’ 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, it was not my 
purpose to participate in this debate when it com- 
menced; and I only came to the conclusion to make 
any remarks, on the last day that the question 
was before the Senate. The 
and has taken a course that gives it very consid- 
erable interest, as well from the principles involved 
in it as from the matters of administration and 
other topics that have been brought into it. Iam 
pleased, Mr. President, that the Constitution has 
undergone some examination. I think, sir, that 
that instrument cannot be too frequently recurred 
to and too well understood by Congress in its de- 
liberations and action. When the mariner is sail- 
ing his ship upon the ocean, he is always in haz- 
an of losing his path unless he looks to his chart; 
and especially in times of tempest, when the winds 
are howling, and some breakers are emerging from 
the surface and others are hidden beneath it, is it 
necessary, if he would survive and prevent his 
ship from foundering, that the chart should be 
closely read and adhered to. The Constitution 


ebate has widened, | 








| 
| 


| of the United States is as much the chart of this 


Government and of its Administration, as the 


| chart of the sailor is of his voyage; and it is as 
/ much more essential and important that we should 


My attention || 


look steadily to it and be guided by itas our trust 
excels that of the mariner, I state it, as one propo- 
sition, that it would be highly useful that many 
members of the Senate, and of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, too, should learn more of this Con- 
stitution than they at present know. Eitherthey 
are or | am widely from the mark of its true in- 
terpretation; and it is essentially so in relation to 
the identical point that is now before the Senate 
under debate and for its decision. 
tion of inquiry, in its original shape, directed to the 


It isa resolu- | 


Secretary of War, to report to the Senate whether | 


two citizens of the State of Delaware are confined 
in prison; and if so, for what cause. Now, Mr. 


President, in a Government where the principles || 
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had been required to be put under the supervision 
and control of a General Government, to be altered 
modified, and abolished in times of war, if yo 
please, at its will—every colon 
Delaware and Rhode Island, to 


you 
and State, irom 


irginia and New 


| York, would have risen up in earnest protest and 
_unchangeable purpose against such a surrenier, 


It would have been impossible to have got the as- 
sent of a single State; and a Government formed 


| on such a hypothesis would have crumbled and 


rished in the first rude trial to which it might 
ave been subjected. AU this is claimed by the 
President, not for Congress or the whole Goverp- 
ment of the United States, but for himself, as 
Commander-in-Chief of its armies, in his two 
proclamations of September last, and his address 


| to the Chicago delegation. And all this his blind 


of constitutional liberty prevail, there is no more || 


pertinent or interesting inquiry than that. It was 


remarked at the last session of Congress, by one || 
of the ablest men in this body, that when the col- || 
onies commenced the formation of a general gov- | 


ernment, it was either fortuitous or the disposi- 


tion of Providence that the whole country at that || 
| time was divided into and existed as separate, in- | 
| dependent communities, each having, the perfect | 


| and absolute power of governing itself, without | 
/any restriction or interference whatever on the || 


part of the others, At the dawn of our revolu- 
tionary difficulties what was the condition of the 
colonies? Each colony existed as a separate, dis- 
tinct, and independent State as to themselves. All 
the power of government, sé far as it pertained 


to each colony, belonged exclusively to it, and | 


no other colony had the right or the power to in- 
terpose in its matters of government, either inter- 
nal or external; either for the establishment ofa 


| domestic and a local polity, or for the reculation 
I y ’ 5 


| of its concerns with other colonies or with for- 
vote, and have this matter understood by the Sen- || 


eign nations. Delaware and Rhode Island were 
as sovereign as Virginia and New York. That, 


| sir, is the foundation upon which the old Articles | 
of Confederation and the present Constitution of | 


the United States were built. It was from these 
separate and independent political organizations, 
with the absolute and unlimited power of govern- 
ment, that both the fabric of the old Articles and 
the present Constitution of the United States were 
reared. 

Mr. President, the Constitution, the law of our 
Government, was formed, not by resolving the 
colonies and independent States into their original 
elements; not b 


atoms of political and social bodies, but by the 


and deluded followers are ready to yield to him; 
and when he clutches and exercises them, he will 
be the most formidable of military despots. Never 
in any age or country was there made or attempted 
so great a stride to that terrible condition. 

But what kind of government did the people of 
the United States form; and what powers did they 
delegate toit? Av intelligent reading of the Coun- 
stitution will answer those questions. They re- 
tained the State organizations and governments, 
and they retained to the governments and people 
of the States separately, independently and above 
all control or supervision, their local and domes- 


| tic constitutions, laws, institutions, and liberties, 


They conferred on the General Government the 
power to protect the whole and each of them 


| against foreign aggression, to regulate their iasi- 


ness and intercourse with foreign Governments 
and people; all the powers necessary to regulate 
their business, intercourse, and relations with the 


| Indian tribes and with each other; all the powers 


necessary to protect and perpetuate itself, to en- 


| force its own jurisdiction and laws, and to pre- 


serve the internal peace of the country. ILtis not 
a Government of original and plenary, but of lim- 
ited and delegated powers. It possesses none but 
such as are expressly enumerated and conferred 
by the Constitution, and all auxiliary powers that 


| should be necessary and proper to carry into exe- 


cution those ‘* vested by the Constitution in the 
Government of the United States, or any depart- 
ment or officer thereof.”’ 

They established among its provisions: 

** This Constitution, and the laws of the United States 


| which shall be made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties 


made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the 


|, United States, shall be the supreme law of the land, and 


dissolving them into chaotic | 


preservation of their identity as colonies before | 


the Declaration of Independence, and by the pres- 
ervation of their identity as States after the Dec- 
laration of Independence. During the pendency 


of the revolutionary struggle, the colonies formed | 


a league, a confederation, a compact, but not a | 


Government; and by that compact some of the 
owers that had previously subsisted in and be- 
onged to the colonies separately and as their ab- 

solute right, were surrendered and vested in the 
eneral form of Government called the Articles of 
onfederation, principally for purposes of secur- 

ity against external danger and against the as- 
saults of a tyrant king, who was seeking to sub- 
jugate their liberties. Suppose at that time, sir, 
that the proposition had been made to the colonies, 
and afterwards, in 1787, to the States, ** you must 
surrender, you must subordinate, at least, to the 
power of the General Government all your rights 
of domestic and local government, all of your lib- 
erties that pertain peculiarly to the people of the 

State and the colony, and all those variant muni- 

cipal regulations that touch the people of a State 

in a thousand points where the operations of the 

General Government touch them once.”? Sup- 

pose the propete had been made to these col- 

onies and to these States thus to surrender their 
right of local and of domestic government, of es- 
tablishing their own local institutions, regulating 
their rights of tees the descent and transfer 
of property, their slaves—for at both epochs they 
all held slaves—their civil and criminal and penal 
codes, made for the exclusive government of their 
people, with all their peculiarities of education 
and institutions, habits and custon:s; all this, to 
which they had been familiarized and endeared for 
generations, and which was their own peculiar 
work and polity, and with theirliberties and hopes 
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the judges in every State shall be bound thereby, anything 
in the constitution and laws of avy State to the contrary 
notwithstanding.” 

“The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, 
{of Congress,} and the members of the several State Legis 
latures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the 
United States and of the several States, shall be bound by 
oath or affirmation to support this Constitution.” 


And this other provision: 
‘The powers not delegated to the United States by the 


Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are re- 
served to the States respectively, or to the peuple.” 


These provisions establish two most important 
principles: first, the Constitution, laws of Con- 
gress, and treaties made by the United States, are 
the supreme law, and other constitutions and laws, 
whether State, national, maritime or commercial, 
when in conflict with them, yield to their para- 
mount authority, and can have no operation or 
effect whatever; second, that the General Gov- 
ernment is limited to the powers expressly con- 
ferred upon it by the Constitution, and such other 
powers as are necessary and proper to carry them 


| Into execution; and that Congress alone, by law, 


can declare and organize these incidental powers. 
It follows, necessarily, that these powers, thus 
vested in the General Government, are all thai 
it possesses or can exercise. In this war to put 
down the rebellion it cannot assume or wield any 
others; and if they are not sufficient to suppress 
it, and preserve the Union, both must perish. It 
can acquire no more, but by amendments to be 
adopted in the mode prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion. But these powers, if properly executed, 
are sufficient for this greatexigence. The living 
power of the Government is the confidence an 

support which the e give it, The strength 
and efficiency of dministration in waging 
this war against the rebels will be measure ad 
the unity of the minds and hearts of the people 
in. upholding the Administration to carry it 00; 
and that can only be secured by conducting it in 
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conformity and subordination to the Constitution, | 
and in oa of the rights of person and prop- || 
erty which it guaranties to the American people. 

But, sir, I will proceed to state some other tru- | 
jsms springing out of the Constitution. First, the 
Constitution of the United States is of perpetual 
validity and opened Its onward movement in 
the controlof thisgrand Government of the United 
States is, while it exists, as perpetual, as continu- 
ous, and as immutable as the laws which regulate 
the movement of the spheres that constitute our | 
solar system. The idea that it is suspended ina 
state of war, In any of its provisions, IS as great 
an absurdity as ever was asserted. Sir, if so ex- 
traordinary a feature as that had been intended to 
be introduced into this Government by Washing- 
ton and by the wise men who made it, would they 
not have introduced into it an express provision 
to that effect? The proposition is an absurdity, a 
solecism; it is an absurdity that does not deserve 
a moment’s consideration. It stands self-refuted 
and self-stultified. Sir, instead of its being sus- 
pended in war, instead of this Hgean shield which 
the wisdem and the jealousy of our fathers spread 
over every citizen of the United States for his pro- 
tection being suspended during the storms of war, 
there is much more of reason and necessity that 
it should exigt, and rule, and protect then, than 
during a state of peace. 

] admit that there is language used in the Consti- 
tution which necessary implication adapts to other 
systems of law, or partsofthem. ‘There are the 
maritime law, and the mercantile law, and the in- 
ternational law, all imported to be adopted by the 
Constitution by some language that is used in that 
instrument; but let us inquire for a moment the 
extent to which these different and exterior sys- 
tems of law are thus adopted. I lay down in re- 
lation to that matter this principle, thatalthough the 
law of nations, or the mercantile law, or the mari- 
time law is to some extent embodied by neces- 
sary implication in the Constitution as part of our 
extensive and multiform system of law, yet, so far 
as there isany reservation of a power from the Gen- | 
eral Government, or any recognition of a power || 
to a State, or any assurance of a right liberty toa || 
citizen of the United States by express language of | 
the Constitution, that language overrides and re- 
peals the national, the maritime, or the mercantile 
law, so far as the United States are concerned; and 
any principle of those bodies of law which comes 
in conflict with any of these provisions of our 
Constitution, falls before its dominating force. It | 
is a universal rule of construction of every instru- 
ment, that a conflicting power or right cannot 
be inferred to negative one that is established by |) 
express language. In all cases where the Consti- | 
tution in terms establishes any power or right, one | 
in hostility to it, drawn from an exterior body of 
laws, cannot exist and operate to the express one || 
by implication, 
_Now, Mr. President, what does the Constitu- 
tion further do in relation to the Government 
which it creates and organizes? It divides the 
whole Government into three general departments; | 
it invests the legislative power in one body of ma- || 
gistracy, the executive in another, and the judi- || 
ciary in a third; and it is one of the most import- || 
ant and essential principles that these several | 
departments of the Government should be inde- || 
pendent of each other and constitute mutual checks || 
and balances, All the legislative power of the | 

| 
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Government is vested in Congress, the executive 
in the President, and the judicial in the courts; 
and neither department or its magistracy have any | 
right to claim any power given to another, unless | 
} 
| 





under an express provision of the Constitution. 
These general remarks lead me to this position: 
that the power now under discussion is not an ex- | 
ecutive power, but is a legislative power; and I | 
will prove it, I think, to the pba bed of un- | 
prejudiced gentlemen. I have stated that Congress | 
can exercise only delegated powers and such in- 
cidental powers of legislation as are necessary to 
carry the expressly delegated powers vested in it 
into effect. The judiciary of the United States 
can exercise such powers as are vested in the ju- 
diciary by the Constitution, to wit, all cases that 
arise under the Constitution and the laws of Con- 
gress, and the treaties of the United States; and 
‘Ceannot exercise any other powers, nor can it 
¢Xereise these until Congress has passed an or- 
ganic law for the purpose of declaring, under the 
Constitution, the judicial power of our courts. | 


that are established and delegated to him by the 
Constitution; and he cannot exercise any other 
power whatever. Whenever he claims any power 
that is not vested in him by the Constitution in 


ai 


What powers belong to the President? Only those || 
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express language or by necessary implication,even || 


though it be proper and necessary to enable him 
to execute such a power, he cannot be the auxil- 
lary power but by the agency of an act of Con- 
gress. If he seizes upon it himself, he becomes 
a usurper, and the citizen may resist him in its 
attempted exercise. 

According to this view, I am led to the conclu- 


sion that the President has no incidental power | 


whatever under the Constitution. Congress has 
all the incidental power that arises under it; and 


it shoald organize for the assistance of the exec- 


utive and judicial departments of the Government. || 


This position is clearly maintained by the provis- || of Congress, become the seat of the Government of the 


ion of the Constitution, that it shall have power— 


**'To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper 


for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all | 


other powers vested by this Constitution in the Govern- 
ment of the United States, or in any department or officer 
thereof.” 

It required organic laws under the Constitution 
to make the departments of the Government, ex- 
cept the legislature, effective. Who isto judge 
of these incidental powers, of what they shall be, 
to what extent and scope they shall reach? Some 
of the implied powers of Congress are very im- 
portant, much more so than some of the express 


ones, and only less so than any of the express | 


pope: This greag field is to be occupied by the 
egislative branch alone. The President has no 
right to enter intoit. Congress, by the rule of its 


own judgment, will confer upon or withhold from. | 
He can take none of himself without usurpation. | 


Now, Mr. President, [ have reached this prop- 
osition: that the power of arresting a citizen, either 
in the camps or armies of the United States or in 
civil life, is a legislative power. The President 
himself has not the power to arrest and punisha 
soldier in the camp, and in the actual service of the 
country, unless it be under and by authority of 
Congress. He may doit by the Articles of War; 
but the Articles of War are a law of Congress. 
If he may not exercise that power in relation to a 
soldier, how much stronger Is the position that he 


8¢ 


securing for limited times to authors and inventors the ex- 
clusive right to their respective writings and discoveries. 
“To constitute tribugals inferior to the Supreme Court. 
“'To define and punish piracies and felonies committed 
on the high seas, and offenses against the law of nations. 
*'To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, 
and make rules concerning captures on land and water. 
“To raise and support armies ; but no appropriation of 
money to that use shall ve fora longer term than two years. 
* To provide and maintain a navy. 
**'To make rules for the government and regulation of the 
land and naval forces. 4 
* To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the 
Jaws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel inva- 


| sions. 


* To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the 
militia, and for governing such part of them as may be em- 
ployed in the service of the United States, reserving to the 


| States respectively the appointment of the officers, and the 


| authority of training the militia according to the discipline 
such of these powers as are necessary and proper || 


prescribed by Congress. 

* To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatso- 
ever over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as 
may, by cession of particular States, and the acceptance 


|} United States,” &c. 





cannot arrest or punish a private citizen, and dis- | 
connected from the armies and navies of the Uni- | 


ted States. 
good, too. 

Where is the power expressly vested in the 
President to arrest a citizen, and to hold him in 
imprisonment? Where is the provision or the 
language of the Constitution that confers, by im- 
plication, such a power? There is none. That 
mischievous dogma, that the Constitution of the 
United States is suspended during the war, and 
that the President may do every act which, in his 


I will endeavor to make this position 


judgment, enables him to subdue the enemy, in 
j its ivory 


and in its mischievous effects never, 


never has beenequaled. If he hasaright to usurp 


| one power that is not vested in him, but in other 
| magistracy by the Constitution, he has the right 
| to usurp all others. It is like the tradition of the 


French in relation to St. Denis. They say that 
when he was beheaded he rose upon his feet and 
walked off two steps. A priest was once endeav- 
oring to prove it to a listener, and, said he, ‘1 do 
not know but what he walked two hundred steps 
instead of two.”’ ‘* Well,’’ said the man, “‘ my 
dear friend, just prove to me that he walked two, 
and I will concede the two hundred.”’ 
if the President of the United States can usurpa 
single power, to suspend one provision or right 
or liberty secured by the Constitution to the cit- 


izen, he can usurp all other powers, and suspend | 


all other rights and liberties. 
State. 


He becomes the 


Now, sir, let us see what are some of the pow- |} 
| ers of Congress: 


“To borrow money on the credit of the United States. 

«To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among 
the several States, and with the Indian tribes. 

** To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uni- 
form laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the 
United States. 


To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of for- | 


eign coin, and fix the standards of weiglits and measures. 
**To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the 
securities and current coin of the United States. 
* To establish post offices and post roads. 
* To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by 


So here, | 





Now, sir, let us examine a little further these 
startling positions that the Constitution is sus- 
pended during the war,and that the President may, 
during the war, assume any and all powers which 
by the Constitution are differently vested, and in- 
deed other imaginable powers. He may then as- 
sume the whole of these vast and important pow- 
ers of which I have just read the schedule. Is 
there any man here so bold as to take that posi- 
tion? One more fatal to liberty and to constitu- 
tional government could not be assumed. It is 
true that the President, in general terms, assumes 
that he may exercise all powers which, in his 
judgment, may enable him to subdue the enemy. 
Grant that, sir, and the Constitution is not worth 
the parchment upon which it is written; it is a dead 


| corse; the principle of popular government which 


was breathed into itby Washington and his asso- 
ciates will have fled forever. 

Has any President of the United States at any 
time heretofore, in time of peace or war, or at any 
time before the present year of grace, ever at- 
tempted to assume power, either specially or in 
general terms, that would involve his right to ex- 
ercise all the powers which this schedule confers 
upon Congress? Never, sir, never. 

During the war of the Revolution we had uo 
constitution whatever until about 1781. The Ar- 
ticles of Confederation were finally agreed to by 
the States in 1781, I think; I have forgotten the 
exactdate. General Washington at that time was 


| theCommander-in-Chief. The mostsuperfluous of 


all works, and especially by me, would be to say 
a word in eulogy of Washington. His sense of 
truth, right, and justice was of as binding obliga- 


tion upon him as an express constitution and the 





oath from any other man to support it. And how 
did he treat this question of arrests in that long 
and terrible struggle? 1 will read extracts from 
Sparks’s Washington Papers: 


“ General Howe, the British commander at Boston, havy- 
ing issued proclamations oppressive to the Whigs remain- 
ing in that town, General Washington, who was in com- 
mand of the besieging army, determined to retaliate. On 
the 12th of November, 1775, he gave written instructions 
to Colonel William Palfrey, of bis staff, who was at Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire : 

*¢*'That you will delay no time in causing the seizure of 
every officer of the government at Portsmouth who has 
given proof of bis unfriendly disposition to the cause we 
are engaged in; and when you have secured all such, take 
the opinion of the Provincial Congress or Commitice of 
Safety, in what manner to dispose of them in that govern 
ment. I do not mean that they should be kept in close 
confinement. If either of these bodies should incline to 
send them to any interior towns upon their parole not to 
leave them until released, it will meet with my concur- 
rence. For the present, | shall avoid giving you the like 


order in respect tothe Tories in Portsmouth ; but the day is 
| not far off when they will meet with this or a worse fate, 
| if there is not a considerable reformation in their conduct. 
| Of this they may rest assured from, sir, your most bumble 


servant.’ °—Sparks’s Writings of Washington, vol. 3, 159. 

*“ General Washington wrote to Governor Trumbull, of 
Connecticut, on the 12th ef November, 1775.” * ba 
* *  § ¢ As it is now very apparent that we have noth- 
ing thdepend on in the present contest but our own strength, 
care, firmness, and Union, should not the same measures 


| be adopted in your and every other government on this 


| continent? 


Would it not be prudent to seize on those 
Tories who have been, are, and that we know will be, ac- 
tive againstus? Why should persons, who are preying upon 
the vitals of their country, be suffered to stalk at large, while 
we know they will du us every mischief in their power ? 
These, sir, are points I beg to submit to your serious con~- 
sideration.’ ’’—Sparks’s Writings of Washington, vol. 3, 159. 

* General Washington, in a letter to Governor Cooke, 
of Rhode Island, dated Cambridge, January 6, 1776, said: * 
“ a ” " “*f received a letter from Governor 
Trumbuil of the lst instant, by which I am informed that 
the Connecticut Assembly are very unanimous in the com» 
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mon cotiec, and among other acts have passed’ ” s * 
° ‘one ‘for restraining and punishing persons inim- 
jeal to us, and dir lig proceedings therein; ho person to 
supply the inigisterial army or navy; to give them intelli- 
genec; toentist, or procure otiers to enlist in their service ; 
Lo pilot their vessels, or in any other way assist them, under 
pain of forfeiting his estate, and of an imprisonment not 
excceding three years; none to write, speak, or act against 
the proceedings of Congress, or their acts of Assembly, 


under penalty of being disarmed, and disqualified from hold 
ing auy office, and be further punished by imprisonment.’ ” 
- . * * * * * . * * 

“The sitnation of our affairs seems to call for regulations 
like these; and T should think the other colonies ought to 
adopt similar ones, or such of them as they have already 
made. Vigorous ones, and euch as at another time would 
appear extraordinary, are now become absolutely necessary 
for preserving our country against the strides of tyranny 
making against it.’—Sparks’s Writings of Washington, vol. 
3, pp. 227-229. 

“the provincial Congress, cither distrustfal of its powers, 
(to prevent the plotting of Tories,] or too much contaminated 
with the Jeaven of disaffection in some of its members, was 
tardy to propose and more tardy to exeeute any plans for 
eradicating the misehief. Washington expostuiated, rea- 
soned, urged, tillationgth a scerctcommittee was appointed 
to take up and examine suspected pursous.’*—Sparks’s Life 
of Washington, vol. 1, p. 180, 
© Tire conmittee fof whom Gouverneur Morris was chair- 
man) were directed to committo safe enstody such persons 
as they should think proper, and to send them for this pur- 
pose into the neighboring colonies, where the infection of 


their influence could not be diffused.°—MS. Journal of 


the New York Provincial Congress, May 19, 22. 

“In June, 1776, General Washington wrote to the offi 
cer of a guard detailed to arrest Governor Franklin, of New 
Jorsey, aud escort him to Connecticut, censuring him for 


having halted at Hackensack.’ * ° * ¥ Ste. | 


lays are dangerous; and should any accident happen, you 
could never answer for your weglect to our much injured 
country.’ ’?—Sparks’s Writings of Washington, vol. 3, p. 44. 
“Tu July, 1776, Washington wrote to the secret com 
mittee of the convention of the State of New York, urging 
‘the necessity of talliag upon seme measure to remove 


from this city [New York] and its eavirons, persons of 


know disaffection and enmity to the cause of America.’ ” 
~—Sparks’s Writings of Washington, vol. 3, p. 470. 

** When Congress assembled in the fall of 1776, they 
found it necessary to invest General Washington with dic 
tatorial powers. Among these was ‘ full, ainple, and com- 
plete power to arrest and confine persons who refuse to 
take the continental currency, or are otherwise disaffected 
to the American cause; and return to the States of which 
they are citizens their names and the nature of their of- 
fenses, together with the witnesses Lo prove them.’ ’’— 
Sparks’s Writings of Washington, vol. 4, p. 550. 


Now, sir, it is apparent from all these extracts 
that General Washington himself, and the Con- 
tinental Congress, and the congresses of the prov- 
inces, to use the phrase that is incorporated in one 


of his letters, all considered this matter of arrest | 


and imprisonment a legislative question, and in- 
volving a legislative power. It was so treated 
when the colonies were struggling for their exist- 
ence as an independent Power, for the liberties 
which they had brought from the mother country 
and planted in the wilderness. These feeble col- 
onies were struggling with the Philip of the seas 
for rights dear toman. General Washington was 
atthe head of their armies at a time when there 
was no different instrument, no prohibition of 


powers to the Commander-in-Chief by a written | 
Constitution. Washington and the men of the | 
Revolution treated this subject as appertaining | 
to legislative power, and rightfully. To define | 


crimes, to declare punishments, to provide for the 


»ower, and pertained to the cognizance of the 


bodies that were invested with the legislative power | 
during our revolutionary struggle, how much more | 


true 18 that preposition under our Constitution. 


Sir, letus test this matter bythe legislation and | 


by the exigencies of our own Government and 


country. In 1794 there was an insurrection in | 
Pennsylvania. Congress, in 1792, had passed a | 


law authorizing the President to call out the mi- 


overcome by the officers appointed ordinarily for 


the execution of the laws. But the law of 1792 || cise of his executive power.’’ Sir, it is no exec- 


contained this defect: when there was an insur- 


rection against the Government of the United || 
States, or there was resistance to the execution of | 


the laws of Congress, before the President could 


interpose, the disirict judge of the particular dis- | 


trict where the insurrection or resistance existed 
was required to certify to him the fact; and his 


action, that was often necessary to be prompt to || 


make it effective, had to undergo that delay which 


might, in many cases, prove greatly injurious. | 
To obviate that defect, the law of 1795 was passed; || 


and the interposition of the district judge was dis- 
pensed with by that law, and the President was 





authorized to appiy the force at once whenever the 
mischief occurred. What could he do? Call out 
the militia, notall the militia of the United States, 
but only as many as the laws of Congress author- 


ized. ‘That was the extent of his power. If the | 


President, the Commander-in-Chief of the armies 
of the United States, is clothed with such great 
and extensive powers, why did he notapply him- 


self to the suppression of the whisky insurrec- | 


tion? Why did he invoke the power to pass laws 
to aid him in the work? 
Now, sir, let me recur to the clause in the Con- 


stitution which authorizes this war; and it is not | 
a war in the sense that the term is used by the || 


Constitution, nor is it a war in the sense that is 
imported by that term in the laws of nations. It 


is simply in constitutional phrase an insurrection, || 
and nothing else. Now, let us see where the | 


power to suppress an insurrection is vested: 


‘*Congress shall have power to provide for calling forth 
the militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insur- 
rections, and repel invasions.”’ 


This is to be done by such forces as Congress 


authorizes to be raised, and none others. But || continuance of this insurrection, centered in and 


Congress has power to make war, as that term is 


used in national law. It may authorize an armed | 


force to suppress an insurrection, or to enforce 


the execution of the laws, or to quell disturbances | 


in a State against the people of the United States, 


but for no other purposes. When these objects | 


are accomplished, the use of force is to cease, and 
the old condition of things is resumed. The United 
States is not in such conflicts a belligerent, and can 


claim no belligerent rights. If this President of 


ours may grasp every power which would enable 
him to make the war against the rebellion effect- 


ive, what is he but an absolute military dictator? | 


If he may grasp these powers, where is the ne- 
cessity for Congress atall? It is said: by all the 


writers upon government, and also by the expe- || 


rience of the world, that some excellencies of gov- 
ernment are attained in the highest degree in ab- 


solute monarchies or despotisms; and why? All | 


the powers of government are united; its concen- 
trated energy is wielded by a single hand; its power 


ruler has nobody to consult but his own will, his 


own imperial will. If we were to lay aside all | 


hope for constitutional liberty when the war is 


against the rebellion would be more effective to 
bring it to a speedy and successful close; and if we 
were to be influenced by that consideration alone, 
all the powers of this Government, and every 


other power that could be made subservient to the | 


waging of this war, should be wielded by the Pres- 
identalone. If he has this vast power, why does 


_he come here and ask Congress for the passage 


of laws? Why did he not raise armies; why not 
build up and purchase fleets; why not enter upon 


a general conscription to raise armies; ae not | 


borrow money? Why did he notgoand plunder all 


| the banks in the United States, and thus provide 


himself with an ample fund with which to raise 


_ armies and navies, and carry on this war? Why 
arrest and safe-keeping of criminals,who will deny || 
to belong to legislation? If this was a legislative | 


did he not exercise these powers according to his 
own judgment and will, without other limitation ? 
His claims to power comprehend all those things. 

I was gratified to hear my honorable and ancient 
friend from New Hampshire (Mr. Hare] make 


| one concession to the argument of a Senator from 
| Delaware [Mr. Bayarp]a fewdays ago. Head- 
_ mitted the distribution of all the powers of our 


Government into three departments; and he con- 


_ ceded the important principle that neither of the | 
| departments was to trespass upon the jurisdiction 

litia to repel invasion, to suppress insurrection, || 
and to exeeute the laws of Congress where they | 
were resisted by a power too formidable to be || 


or the powers of any other; but he came to this 
fallacious and illogical conclusion: ‘* Here is the 
Senate proposing, according to the resoiution be- 
fore it, to interfere with the President in the exer- 


utive power. 

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator excuse me for 
a moment? 

Mr. DAVIS. With pleasure. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to set the Senator right, 


|| because he entirely wlenerbentie the force of 
t 


the objection that Ltook. It was not that the Sen- 
ate were undertaking to interfere with the Presi- 
dent, but that in entertaining an inquiry as to the 
legality of the imprisonment of certain citizens, 
they were usurping the functions of the judiciary. 


That was the argument. 


Mr. DAVIS. I am gratified to be corrected. 
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| Well, sir, what was the President’s duty ? Whey, 
| yon protest against the proposition of interferine 


on the part of Congress, ought you not still more 


| actively and efficaciously to have protested when 


the President himself has in fact, and most poten- 


|| tially, interfered with the department of the judj- 
| ciary? Itis made by the Constitution the duty 


of the President to communicate to Congress, from 
time to time, the condition of the nation, and | 
say thatitis a legitimate power, and a proper ex. 
ercise of it, on the part of the Senate or of the 
House of Representatives, at any time and atall 
times, to call upon the President for any informa- 
tion in relation to the condition of the nation aid 


|| the people. In this case I have attempted to show, 


and I have shown to my own satisfaction at least, 
that thisisnotan executive buta legislative power; 
and that the President of the United States, so far 
from confining himself within the pale of his re. 
stricted constitutional powers, has stepped across 
into the domain of Congress, and there stands 


| like an armed and imperial dictator, claiming that 


every power within that domain has, during the 


may be exercised by him. The President has no 
more power,as Commander-in-Chief, than the 
senior general in the service would have if the Con- 
stitution had designated him as Cemmander-in- 


‘| Chief—no more than General Halleck has, ex- 
| cept the President may supervise his acts—none 
|| more than the commander of any military depart- 
|| ment would have within it, except this, that his 


acts may also be supervised by the President, 
But, to test the absurd fallacy of the President 
claiming such enormous powers, let those gen- 


| erals attempt to exercise them. 


I admit that in many cases the President ought 
to exercise this anomalous power for him of arrest 
and imprisonment. When he does so, the cases 
should be extreme and urgent, too much so to 


| await the action of Congress. But when he does, 
| he impinges upon the legislative department, and 


it is his daty, his obligation, to report to it, at the 


'| earliest opportunity, the cases and all their facts— 
t || the State necessity that has impelled him to it, 
is not divided or delayed by jarring counsels. The | 


This power has been occasionally exercised by 


| Presidents since the are of the Constitution; 
| but never was it claime 


|| part of the Executive, so far as I have read and 
over, [ admit that that mode of waging the war || 


asa right before, on the 


recollect. General Jackson, as commander of the 


| army, exercised it during the investment of New 
|| Orleans by the British. He seized there a mem- 
| ber of the Senate of Louisiana, Louillier, I believe, 
_and imprisoned him. Judge Hall sent his writ of 


habeas corpus to General Jackson, that the body of 
Louiltier might be brought up before him, and that 


| the cause of his imprisonment should be reported 


to the judge, that he himself might hear it judi- 


| cially, and decide, not whether the cause for his 


imprisonment was not excused by a State neces- 
sity, but whether it was constitutienal and legal. 


| Jackson refused to obey the writ, and was fined 
| by the jury $1,000. That isthe extent to which 


the writ of habeas corpus proceeds. It is the great 
right of English and American liberty, that any 
citizen who is imprisoned may invoke any judge 
to issue, to be served upon the person who has 
custody of the party making the complaint, to 
bring his body before the judge, and to show by 
what authority he is held in imprisonment. Now, 
sir, | lay down this further position, that when 
the writ of habeas corpus is returned, unless it is 
shown that there is a valid and a legal cause for 
the imprisonment of the party held in custody, it 
is the duty, as it would be the will and the pleasure, 
of any pure, enlightened, and ifdependent judge, 
to discharge him from his imprisonment, and to 
give him his liberty. 

In this day of bold and ruthless innovation, it 
has also been claimed that the right to suspend 
the writ of habeas corpus is an executive and not 
a legislative power. Is there anything more un- 


| true than that position? What! a right to repeal 


a law, to dispense with, to suspend a law tempo- 
rarily is an executive power? Sir, what is the 
essence and nature of an executive power in our 
Government? It is to execute the law, to enforce 
the law; not to throw obstructions in the way of 
the law, and to defy itsexeeution. Why, sir, this 

uestion was two centuries ago in England. 
The Stuarts claimed the power to suspend the law, 


to —— with the law; and the claim and exer- 
cise 


this high prerogative, even in that monarch- 


ical Government, broughtone ofthem to the block, 
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and lost to the other his crown and sent him an 
exile inte foreign countries, Have we come to 
this, that an act of tyranny, of oppression, which 
in England lost a head to one monarch anda dia- 
dem to another, shall be claimed as the consutu- 
tional right of the President of the United States? | 
Sir, here is a short argument upon this question 
of habeas corpus, Which, to my mind and judg- | 
ment, 1s unanswerable: the power to pass a law 
is a legislative power, it is not an executive one; 
ihe power to repeal alaw is a legislative power, 
itis nolan executive one. What is the suspen- 
sion of alaw butits temporary repeal? The only 
executive function in relation to a law is to en- 
force it. What process of reasoning, what rule 
of logic, would allow the President ef the United 
States the power to suspend a law that would not 
give him the greater power of repealing it? — 
] will make one other remark-in this connection, | 
andgoon, There isatribunal,anda peaceful one, 
under our Government to test the validity and the | 
constiuionality of laws. What tribunal is that? 
That of the last resort is the Supreme Court. 
Our system is peaceful. It was never intended 
io be violent, even in the form of secession, or 
resistance to unconstitutional laws. It was con- 
ceived in the spirit of peace, and its provisions 
are for a peaceful redress and reform, if there be 
adcfect. For that reason the courts of the United 
States are made the tribunal to decide every case | 
which may arise under the Constitution, and the 
laws of Congress, or treaties; and whenever a 
question comes legitimately and fairly before the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and is there 
decided, it is decided for the government of the 
President, and of every other officer and citizen. 
It is heretical, it is disorderly and revolutionary, | 
for the decisions of the Supreme Court in relation || 
to constitutional questions to be agitated and re- 
isted and to be defied by executive usurpation; 
and the courts have all pronounced the power to | 
suspend the writ of habeas corpus to be legislative, 
and, under our Constitution, to belong exclusive- 
ly to Congress, 
Some of the arrests which have been made by the 
President of the United States, although I do not | 
jusufy, lexeuse. I willgiveanexample. There | 
wasa citizen of my own State, Governor More- 
head, who was of southern sympathies, and at 
length became to be a secessionist. He went to 
Auanta, and there addressed in a public speech 
the rebels of the South. He came home, and he 
made speeches in opposition to the execution of 
the laws by the President, and took the ground 
upon the stamp and in private conversations that 
the President had no right to raise any military 
force in the State of Kentucky to put down the in- 
surrection. | was in Frankfort during the session 
of the Legislature last September a year, and saw 
Governor Morehead there; and I was present in | 
the Capital hotel whena reportcame that the whole 
army of Banks upon the upper Potomac had been 
cut up; and never did I see a man more exultant 
and ecstatic in his delight than was Governor 
Morehead. He took the ground against the es- 
tablishment by the President of tbe United States 
of Camp Dick Robinson, in Kentucky, and he 
invoked the people of that State to make war on 
that camp until they had driven and expelled it 
from the State. He assumed that the President 
had no power in that State. For this conduct, I | 
say that the President was excusable in exercis- 
ing irregularly a legislative power, by causing 
Governor Morehead to be arrested and impris- 
oned; and | would have approved his imprison- 
ment to this day. He was discharged; and after 
be had obtained his liberty he went acressthe seas, 


a yearago. He would not have pleased some of 
these gentlemen from the North, if here in power, 
with his indomitable courage andewill. I recollect, 
many years ago, ! read a correspondence between 
him and James Monroe, when there was a ques- 
tion whether he or Madison should be nominated 
for President. He took ground against Madison 
because, he said, to use his own expressive lan- 
guage, we should have a war with England, and 
Madison could not look upon scenes of blood 
and carnage with composure. 
the course of that correspondence to the Hartford 
convention, he said if he had been the military 
commander of the department in which that con- 
vention Sat, if it had beén the last act of his life he 
would have hung the three principal leaders. Ifhe 
had been President, instead of James Buchanan, 
when the missionaries of treason dared to present 
| themselves in this capital, he would have seized 
the traitors, and he would have had them hung 
before they regained their liberty. That would 
not have been justifiable, but it would have been 
excusable, 
Mr. HALE. 
Mr. DAVIS. 


commendable; and if he had been here at the last 


Commendable. 


Representatives in the Hall, invoking the people 


trample it under foot for the purpose of abolish- 
ing slavery; and if he had heard the harangues of 


miscreant traitors as have contaminated thiscity, 
he would have seized upon them also, and have 
had them hung. If he had been President for the 
last two years, some of the gentlemen around me 
would have felt a very strong choking sensation 
about this time—no doubt about that. [ Laughter. 

It is this omission of the President to arrest anc 
hang abolition traitors, who have been for long 
years making war on the Constitution, and who 
‘| had codperated and were coédperating with the se- 
cessionists at the beginning of the war, in their 


President lent himself to their nefarious scheme 
of abolishing the Constitution toabolish slavery; 
that is one cause of the disgust of the people at 
| this whole business of arrest and imprisonment. 
| But, sir, what is the remedy for those who are 
| wronged by these arrests? The President of the 


tion and the law as the doorkeeper of this House 
—as the humblest citizen in the nation. Will 
Senators get up here and say that because a man 
is a rebel, or disloyal, or suspected of disloyalty, 
| he has no rights whatever of person or property ? 
What sort of proposition is that? 

Every traitor, every felon, every sympathizer 
with rebellion is entitled to every right which the 
Constitution and the law give him. 
that the President, or the commander in the field, 
is as much subject to the law as the humblest 
|| citizen. It is the panoply of every man; none so 


exalted, by place or power, as to be above it. The 
President has no right to make an arrest at all. 
When he does it, he exercises a legislative power, 
as I have before said. I have said that J would 
exeuse him in such cases as I have put for the 
exercise of such an irregular power, but I would 
hold him to this responsibility. He should, as to 
| every case, make a full report of it to Congress. 
Is the President and every subaltern officer of his 
clothed with the power to defy the Constitution 
| and the law, and to arrest a man at will and to 

hold him in prison according to their own dis- 
| cretion without any responsibility? Suppose the 


our natural enemies there, France and England, || was a judge now, as he has been, and adorne 
to induce them to interpose in our quarrel, and | 
to take part with the rebels. 
dy predecessor, « few days after the time to | 
which | have alluded, left the State of Kentucky 
and went to Richmond. He went there to get 
service in the confederate armies, and he repaired | 
to Bowling Green and joined the forces of the | 
rebels to destroy the Government of the United | 
States, and to desolate with five aud sword his own 
native State. If the President of the United States 
could have ordered any. of his officers to seize ard 
hold John C. Breckinridge and Huiphrey Mar- | 
shall, although J should have said that it was an | that it would be his duty to inquire into the suf- 
unauthorized power, I shonid still have excused || ficiency of the cause of his arrest and detention. 
it. I wish O Hickory had been here last March | If that cause was legal, he bad no right to hear 


the bench which he filled, by his ability and legal 


| stitution; suppose he now was clothed with that 
| sacred ermine, and General Stone were brought 
before him on a writ of habeas corpus, to know 
upon what ground and by what authority he had 
been arrested and was detained in prison, and 
there was no ground filed; there was no charge 
| made; it was found to be an arbitrary arrest, with- 
out process or charge or a cause assigned, would 
he hesitate to deliver General Stone—to tell him 
to go free? Certainly he would not. He knows 


I recollect that in | 


Yes, sir, it would have been | 
session and heard Senators in this Chamber and | 


of America to disregard the Constitution and to | 


your Cheever and your Phillips and other such | 


United States is as much subject to the Constitu- | 


attempts to destroy, and so continued until the | 
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the case finally upon its merits, but simply to dis- 
charge the prisoner; and where the arrest was 
legal he would send the prisoner back to prison. 

** No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or oth 
erwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or in 
dictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the 
land or naval forces, or in the militia when in actual ser 
vice in time of war or public danger; nor shalj any person 
be subject for the same offense to be twice putin jeopardy 
of tite or limb; norshall be compelled in any criminal case 
to be a witness against himself; nor be deprived of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process of law, nor shall 
private property be taken for public use, without just com 
pensation.”’ 

This clause of the Constitution is one of the 
citadels of the liberty of the citizen, 

The honorable Senator from Maine [Mr. Frs- 
SENDEN] attempted to draw a distinction between 
the oaths of office of the President and the other 
officers of Government. Why, sir, the language 
in his oath of office, that he shall protect, supper:, 
and defend the Constitution, makes his obligation 
more emphatic and more obligatory, if possibile, 
than ours, which is simply to support the Consti- 
tution. 

I am about to state what some men may think 
a startling proposition. My honorable fgend from 
New Hampshire [Mr. Hare} has been a grea: 
criminal lawyer, especially in the prosecution of 
criminals. I believe he was district attorney for 
some years, and a very successful one, and | be- 
lieve @very smuggler and pirate had an inherent 
dread of him. Well, sir, if the Président, or his 
General-in-Chief, General Halleck, or his Sec- 

7 
retary of War was about to arrest any citizen 


| whatever without a warrant, that citizen might 


resist the attempttoarresthim, Yes, sir, he may 
resist it to this extent—the attempt is to deprive 
him of his constitutional liberty, The laws and 
the Constitution give him the right to defond that 
liberty, and to oppose with the necessary force ai! 
who assail it. If the assault upon his liberty is 
persisted in to an extent to render it necessary, he 


| may use such force as will secure him his liberty, 


though it result in the death of the President or 
the General-in-Chief or the Secretary of War. 


|| He may do that; and whenever that man thus 


I maintain | 


low that its protection will not reach him; none so 


learning, by his integrity and devotion to the Cop- | 


|| Senator from New Hampshire, the true and 
and now is using his talents and his influence with || eminent lawyer from Vermont [Mr. Sennen 


| committing homicide, excusable homicide, in de- 
fense of his own liberty, should be arraigned upon 
the charge, there is no legal knowledge and no 
eloquence of any advocate on earth that could 
convict him of murder, 

The President and all men who do these acts 
are trespassers—trespassers by the law. They 
may be sued as trespassers, and when they are 
they ean give the whole state of fact in evidence 
| before the jury in mitigation of damages; and in 
such cases as have occurred and many others, 
the verdict of the jury would be that the plainti? 
| recover one cent. But, sir, this Congress, witli 
all its fancied power, with all the power which it 
may imagine appertains to it in time of war, can 
pass no law that would screen the President of the 
United States from an action of trespass in such 
a state of fact as that, in the name of the humblest 
citizen of America. No, sir; any act which you 
may pass on the subject being pleaded as a de- 
fense, would be Cooke at by a lawyer engaged 
in the prosecution, and would be hooted in scorn 
by any man sitting as a judge who had the legu| 
| learning and independence that should belong to 

a court. 
| The President gives all these facts in evidence. 
| The President or other officer may have another 
indemnity. Congress mer pass a law appropri- 
) 
| 


ating money to indemnify him for pecuniary loss, 
as it has done in many cases. In all cases where 
the facts were such as in the case referred to YY the 

oyal 
people of the whole country would excuse the ar- 
rest and detention. Nommal damages would be 
recovered in ali such cases. 

I was struck with a remark made a few days 
since by the honorable Senator from Illinois, the 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee, | Mr. 
Troumpui..} He said that all these disloyal! prav- 


'| tices on the part of discontented citizens might 


| 
| 
| and ought to be provided for by law; that he had 
| reported a bill from the Judiciary Commitice at 
| the last session for that purpose, and he invoked 


the other day, as he did again and again about the 


close of the last session, that the Senate should 

take up his bill and passit. [tis a matter coming 

within the domain of legislative action; itisa mnt- 
| ter that Congress may provide for and ought to 
| provide for by its own legisiation. 
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| 
The honorable Senator’s complaint was just. | 
The cases for which his bill provides admit of no | 
other constitutional remedy. Because we fold our | 
arms here and quarrel about the eternal negro; | 
because some of us want to abolish the Constitu- | 
tion in order to abolish slavery; and because some | 
men’s minds and heads are so filled with the sub- | 
ject and idea of the negro and his liberation that 
they cannot take interest in anything beside, is 
that any excuse why Congress should fail in its 
duty to pass laws defining as crimes and penal 
offenses all such acts, and making them punish- 
able by the law? The fact that, to use the ex- 
yressive phrase of the honorable Senator from 
llinois, Congress has been derelict in its duty in 
not passing such a law, forms no justification to 
the President for making an arbitrary and uncon- | 
stitutional arrest, but is an excuse. 
Now, Mr. President, in closing these remarks, 
I would make an especial appeal to the Senators 
from the small States, and my own State is nota 
large one. Are you, gentlemen, going to give your | 
sanction, deliberate or otherwise, to the breaking 
up of our Constitution? Do you expect, when 
that great fabric has been shivered, and its dis- 
jected parts are given to the points of the compass, 


that it will ever be reconstructed and be as it has 


been? Will it ever be reformed, to give to Dela- 
ware or Rhode Island the same representation in 


the Senate that New York has? Let me ask your 


attention to one or two facts of population. 
I have here a table of the population of the six | 


New England States. 


Here is Maine, 628,729; | 


Massachusetts, 1,231,066; New Hampshire, 326,- | 
073; Rhode Island, 174,620; Vermont, 315,098; | 


Connecticut, 460,174, making an aggregate of 
3,135,760. Here is the State of New York hav- 
ing a population of 3,880,735. The State of New 
York has more population than the six New 
England States; yea, more! You may throw the 
State of New Jerscy in, and the State of New 
York has more population than the seven States. 
The seven States together have 3,807,795 popu- 
lation; about 80,000 less than the State of New 
York. Ido not complain of the power that isgiven 


to the smal! States by the Constitution in the Sen- | 


ate, in the government of their country. 


ercised, by some of the States ees by 
some of them eminently mischievous, But you 
small States, that have such an advantage in the 


representation of the States in the Senate over | 


the great ones, are you going to allow this Con- 


stitution to be overturned to deprive you of such | 


a great protection? 

When you find men actuated by fanaticism or 
hypocrisy, or devilish hate to slavery and slave- 
holders—because there are many men in Congress 


It has || 
been in the main wisely and conservatively ex- | 





and out of Congress who hate a slaveholder agreat 
deal worse than they do the devil—are you going 
to permit men who would thus march upon the 
Constitution for its destruction to complete their 
work; are you going to lend your hands to make 
such aterrible ruin? In the name of my country; 
of our common country and its glorious Consti- 
tution, and the memory of the immortal men who 
made it, { protestagainst yourallowing yourselves 
thus to be used. You ought to come to the res- 
cue; and all men who are patriots, who have cour- 
age and love of liberty and devotion to the Con- 
stitution, should do all that can be done for the 
preservation of this noble instrument. 

lam no prophet, but I will tell you where we 
are drifting to. ‘The power of the nation and of 
this Government is in the valley of the Missis- 
sippi, and that power is going to enlarge from 
day to day until it overshadows the Pacific and 
the Atlantic slopes. The people of the great West 
and the Northwest understand this Constitution, 
the masses of them. They have given their minds 
and their hearts to its support. They will, when 
it becomes necessary, give their lives, too, to this 
holy cause, and they will be willing martyrs in 
its defense and for its preservation. No Utopian 
dream for the freedom of the negro will ever lure 
or corrupt them from their allegiance to the Con- 
stitution. They know that the State of Kentucky 
has as much right to continue that condition of 
the African race, domestic slavery, as Massachu- 
setts or Rhode Island had to abolish it. The Con-_ 
stitution is so written. That is its provision; that’ 
is its spirit. Away with this nonsense, that sla- 
= has been the cause of the war. 


I 





| construction and | th on witl 
ow many wars have been waged, the Christian |) out the least mutilation of or addition to it, I join 


religion being the pretext. What oceans of blood 
have been shed in the name of our holy religion, 
and to propagate the faith that was given to us by 


the Redeemer of the world. Will you charge the | 


Christian religion with having caused these wars, 
and say that therefore the Christian religion is to 
be put down? What caused the war of 1812? Was 
it not the violation of ‘free trade and sailor’s 
rights?’? Was it not that England claimed to be 
the mistress of the seas, and to exercise upon the 
decks of our vessels the ruthless power of drag- 
ging native citizens from under the stars and 
stripes, and making them fight against their coun- 
try under the union jack? You might as well 
say, destroy the foreign commerce of thé United 
States and the shipping of the eastern States, be- 
cause this commerce and shipping was the cause 
of that war. 

We commenced our struggle for independence 
all slaveholding colonies; we declared our inde- 
pendence as slaveholding colonies, and became all 
slaveholding States. Every State continued slave- 
holding for years after the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and that immortal instrument made no 
change whatever in the condition of any African 
slave anywhere. I could say with more truth, it 
is because some States have abolished slavery, 
that this war has ensued. Sir, if all the New 
England States and Pennsylvania and New York 
and all the original States had held to slavery, to 
the condition in which we were when we fought 
through the war of independence, when we adopted 
the present Constitution, up to this time, who 
dreams that those States who have been urging 


the abolition of the Constitution in order to abol- | 


| ish slavery, would ever have entered into such a 
| crusade? Noone. Icansay with more truth than 
| you, that your abolition of slavery is the cause of 
| the war. 

We have held on to this domestic institution, 
the normal condition of all the colonies and all 
the original States. If you had held on to the 
same condition, you never would have had the 
fanaticism or the hypocrisy to make a crusade 
against our property in slaves. I have heretofore 
shown again and again that the States which 
clamor most for abolition were the very States 
whose ships and seamen brought slaves into the 
southern States and sold them. Why is it not 
enough for you to say, ‘* We will rid ourselves 
of this institution, but as to the other States it is 
their affair, and let them do as they please about 
it??? 

I was saying to you, Mr. President, that you 
had better beware; yes, sir, | say to you, you had 
better beware. 

The people of the United States are getting tired 
of this eternal agitation of the slave subject, and 
especially are they tired and have they condemned 
the course of Congress and of the Executive in 
relation to this matter since the commencement of 
the war, and the policy upon which the war has 
| been conducted. When I went home after the 
| 





close of the last session despondent, and when in 

September I read the extraordinary proclamations 

of the President, my heart sank within me, and I 

had but a feeble palpitating hope for my country 

| and its constitutional liberty; butin afew months 
| afterward, when the unbought freemen, the sane, 
loyal, and conservative freemen of the North, rose 
in their might after the solemn promulgation of 
this policy, and so soon after the presidential 
edicts, and passed their judgment by such a ma- 
jority in condemnation of that policy in so many 
and such important States, my heart and my hope 
loomed up again, and I felt that the day of my 
country’s deliverance, and of the deliverance of its 
Constitution, was at hand. I care not by what 
name and under what banners those victories 
were achieved; but in the Empire State I read the 
names of Fillmore and Hall and Hunt; and in that 
great minority that was given in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, | read the names of those great judi- 
cial lights, Curtis and Parker; and in Pennsylva- 
nia, Baird and others, who never were Democrats. 
| [never gave a Democratic political vote in my life. 

I have voted for Democrats for judicial office. 

/ But I care not what banner is raised, or who 
marches under that banner; when the host that 
rallies under it bring forward the Constitution 
and renew their fealty to it, and under the stars 
and stripes strike for that Constitution and the re- 

rpetuation of the Union with- 
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that embattled host, and I care not who is the 
leader or what is its name. It is an inspiring 
| prospect, for the ne deliverance is at hand. 

ou fanatics of the North will have to succumb 
to it. I tell you that the growing multitudinous 
greatness of the Mississippi a is the power 
of thisnation. They are tired of these continued 
| infringements, whether on the part of the Execy- 
tive or Congress, upon the Constitution, upon the 
rights of persons and property. 

They want some peace from this eternal negro 
| agitation. They are willing to accept that peace 
upon the basis of the Constitution. That is al| 
we ask, 

You that will not heed this warning which has 
been given in the thunder tones of an intelligent 
people, may live to witness a reconstruction of 
the Union that will turn Maine and New Hamp- 
shire, | am sorry to say, and Massachusetts, out 
into the cold and frozen regions of the Northeast, 
A nation and a Constitution may be reconstructed, 
the people of which are willing to abide by the 
compromises and concessions of their loved Con- 
stitution, lLhope that you will yet think better of 
your great heresy; dismiss your mad, wicked, 
| ruinous project of abolishing the Constitution to 

abolish slavery; come back to the Constitution 
and its compromises, to the spirit in which it was 
formed by the convention, and ratified by the 
States, and we shall still have peace, and I hope 
an indefinite duration to this slotious Union. 

I love the New England States as a part of my 
common country. I admire the creative mind and 
energy of that people, their general intellect, their 
devotion to letters and science, and especially to 
mechanism, and their chivalry upon the seas. 
Why, sir, it is as natural for a New England man 
to become a sailor, and a great sailor, as it is for 
a duck to take to water. It was their hardy sea- 
men that, in the war of 1812, gained about fifteen 
hundred victories over the ships of Great Britain, 
and carried the stars and stripes within the ports 
of England themselves. I do not want to part 
with those people; but, gentlemen, I want peace; 
this nation wants peace. This nation is determ- 
ined to have this war conducted upon constitu- 
tional principles. It will have it. The people are 
forit. They willsend representatives here to carry 
out their will and their phirpose. I exhort you to 
yield to this will of the people, and carry on the 
war according to the Crittenden resolution. If it 
had been carried on upon the principles of that 
resolution, in my judgment it would long since 
have been triumphantly closed, and the Union 
restored. 

I wish to state one fact in reply toa suggestion 
of the Senator from Maine, [Mr. Morrti1,}) and 
I am sorry he is not in his seat. It seems to me 
that every man who is at all extreme in his posi- 
tion on the slave subject turns aside to give Ken- 
tucky a lick. He assumed the extraordinary 
position that three fourths of the military popu- 
lation of Kentucky were in the confederate army. 
I do not know the exact number of the military 
pores of Kentucky, but it is between one 

undred and fifty and one hundred and seventy- 
five thousand. Although a great many rebels 
have gone from Kentucky to join the confederate 
army, I am satisfied the whole number does not 
exceed eight thousand; and if every one of them 
was made to bite the dust before morning, | should 
interpose no objection whatever. But let me tell 
gentlemen that Kentucky has sent into the Union 

Army thirty-nine regiments of infantry and three 

batteries, and she has nearly completed her four- 

teenth regiment of cavalry. Considering the di- 

a in that State, I think that is doing very 

well. 

While I am upon this point f will make another 
remark. Iam exceedingly sorry that this Senate 
did not pass the bill which came from the House 
early Jast session, in February, authorizing the 
State of Kentucky to raise thirty thousand troops 
for her own defense, and to be carried into any 
other service whenever the President should di- 
rect it. If that bill had d, Morgan would 
never have made his raid into that State; or, if he 
had, he would have been met by a force that would 
have overwhelmed and destroyed him. If he had 
not made that successful raid into the State, | do 
not think Smith and would ever have 1n- 
vaded it, and I do not believe that Stuart would 
have made his predatory incursion into Pennsy!- 
vania. I do think that these mournful results 
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ave arisen—not that they were intended to arise 
—from the refusal of Senators to pass that bill. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. GRIMES, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, December 15, 1862. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer | 


by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. 
“The Journal of Thursday last was read and 
approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid | 
before the House a message from the President, | 


transmitting a report from the Secretary of State, 
in answer to the resolution of the House of Rep- 


resentatives of 17th July last, relative to the arrest | 


of a part of the crew of the brig Sumter, at Tan- 
riers, Morocco; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CALL OF STATES. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded, as the regu- 
lar order of business, to call the States and Ter- 
ritories for bills, to be introduced for reference 
only. 

Mr. ROSCCE CONKLING., Lask unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce a joint reso- 
lution, of which previous notice has been given, 
and that it be considered now. 

The SPEAKER. The House cannot give that 
consent during this call, for it might use up the 
entire hour. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I do not propose 


to use up the entire hour, but I ask the unanimous 


consent of the House that the joint resolution may || 
be considered now without reference to the regu- | 


lar order of business. 


The SPEAKER. The rule is imperative set- 


ting apart an hour on every alternate Monday for | 


the call of States for the introduction of bills for 
reference only. The Chair, therefore, refuses to 
take the consent of the House. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Does the Chair 


rule thata member cannot ask unanimous consent 
now? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will enforce the | 


rule in relation to this call strictly, for consent can 
be asked at any time just as well as during this 


hour. This hour is set apart for business which | 


cannot be done at any other time. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Then, if I am | 


fortunate enough to be recognized by the Chair, | 
will ask consent by and by. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is recognized 
as Often as he addresses the Chair. 


POSTAL MONEY ORDER SYSTEM. 


_ Mr. BLAKE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
introduced a bill to establish a postal money order 
system; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


UNITED STATES COURT ROOMS AT LOUISVILLE. 


_Mr. MALLORY, in pursuance of previous no- | 
lice, introduced a bill for repairing and refitting the | 


United States court rooms in Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, and for other purposes; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


DUTIES ON PAPER. 


Mr.COLFAX, in pursuance of previous notice, | 


introduced a bill panearte the rates of duties on 


paper; which was reada 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


SIXTY-FIFTH ARTICLE OF WAR. 


_Mr. HOLMAN, in pursuance of previous no- | 
lice, introduced a bill to amend the sixty-fifth Ar- || 
ticle of War; which was read a first and second | 
‘ime, and referred to the Committee on Military 


ffairs, 
IIUBBARD AND SPENCER. 


_Mr. ARNOLD, in pursuance of 
lice, introduced a bill for the relief 


THE 


rst and second time, and | 


previous no- 
of Gurdon 8S. 
Hubbard and A. T. Spencer; which was read || 
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twice, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


ABCBITION OF SLAVERY IN MISSOURI. 


91 


structed to inquire into the expediency of granting a bounty 
to soldiers enlisted in the volunteer or regular service of 
the United States since the 4th of March, 1861, and who 
may have served or may hereafter serve less than two years, 
and to report by bill or otherwise. 


' 


1 
i} 
| 
|| Mr. NOELL, in pursuance of previous notice, 

|| introduced a bill to secure the abolishment of sla- 
very in the State of Missouri, and to provide com- 
pensation to loyal persons therein who own slaves; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the select committee on emancipation. 

UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT. 

Mr. WILSON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced a bill prescribing the times and 
places for holding the terms of the circuit court 
for the districts of lowa, Minnesota, and Kansas; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


CRIMES AGAINST THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. NOELL. AsI was not present when the 
State of Missouri was called, I ask leave to offer 
the following resolution: 


| 


Resolved, That while the Government of the United 
Srates is engaged in actual war to suppress unlawful com 
binations of its own citizens in open rebellion against its 
constitutional authority, no person or persons Owing aile 
giance to'it have a right, by reason of the fact (or hi« or 
their belief of the existence of the fhet) that that war ix not 
prosecuted for legitimate and constitutional purposes, or by 
legitimate and constitutional means, to withhold his or their 
support to the efforts of the Government in the prosecution 
of the war, orresist the enforcement of the laws for raising 
maintaining, and regulating the Army and Navy, orthe laws 
imposing taxes and burdens for the payment ofthe expenses 
ofthe war; and ifany person or persons in the United States, 
thus owing allegiance, shall, for the reasons or pretended 
reasons atoresaid, resist the enforcement of such laws, or 
persuade, instigate, or incite other persons so to resist them 
they ought to be held guilty of a high crime, and punished 
with death or imprisonment in the penitentiary ; and that 
the Committee on the Judiciary be, and is hereby, instructed 
to consider the propriety and necessity of providing by law 
for the punishment of such cases, and report by bill or oth 
erwise. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I propose to debate this 
resolution at some convenient day. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution can only be 
received by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CALVERT. I object. 

THE TARIFF. 

Mr. LOW offered the following resolution, and 
moved the previous question: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of revising the 
tariff of duties on imports, including the duties on all for 
eign goods, not articles of prime necessity, to such arate as 
will diminish the amount imported, to the end that the im 
ports of foreign goods may not exceed in amount the ex 
ports of American growth and manufacture, exciusive ox 
specie; with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, which was on the adoption 
of the resolution. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
rejected. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Hay, his 
Private Secretary. 

INCOMPETENT VOLUNTEER OFFICERS. 

Mr. ALDRICH offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Military Affairs be, and 
are hereby, instructed to inquire into the propriety, expe 
diency, and necessity of providing for the dismi-sal from 
the volunteer service of the Army of all incompetent and 
unfit commissioned officers in that branch of the military 
|| service, and report by bill or otherwise. 

CONDUCT OF THE WAR, ETC. 


Mr. CONWAY. 1 offer the following resolu- 
tions, and ask that their consideration be post- 
poned till to-morrow: 


Resolved, That freedom and slavery cannot coexist in 

| the same Government without producing endless -trife and 

civil war; that ‘‘a house divided against itself cannot 

| stand,” and that“ this nation must be all free or all slave.’’ 

Resolved, That the American Union cousist- of those 
States which are now loyal to the Federal Constitution. 

Resolved, That a restoration of the Union, as it existed 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
j 


MINERAL RESOURCES OF TILE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. BENNET, in pursuance of previous no- 


tice, introduced a bill to provide for the develop- 
ment of the mineral resources of the United States, 
and of the public domain; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The call for bills having now been completed, 
the Speaker proceeded to call the States and Ter- 
ritories for resolutions. 


” 


INTEREST ON THE PUBLIC DERT. 


Mr. WASHBURNE submitted the following 
resolution, on which he demanded the previous 
question: 

Resolved, That, in the judgment of this House, there 
should be no legislation changing existing laws providing 
for the payment of the interest on the public debt in coin. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. HOLMAN. If the object is to test the 
sense of the House, the vote should certainly 
be taken by yeas and nays. The principle in- 
volved is a very important one, and I call for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BLAKE. Is it in order to move to refer the | 
resolution to the Committee of Ways and Means? 

TheSPEAKER. Not during the pendency of | 
the previous question. 

Mr. BLAKE. Then 1 move to lay the resolu- | 
tion on the table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
mand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Is it in order to 
move to reconsider the vote by which the main 
question was ordered ? 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman can have such 
a motion entered; but the question must first be 
taken on the motion to lav on the table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE called for tellers on the 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken, and the House refused || 
to lay the resolution upon the table. 

The question recurred onthe passage of the res- | 
olution; and it was decided in the affirmative— | 
yeas 81, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, William J. Allen, Ancona, 
Baily, Biddle, William G. Brown, Buffinton, Burnham, 
Calvert, Clark, Clements, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, 
Roscoe Conkling, Conway, Crisficld, Delaplaine, Dunlap, 
Dunn, Eliot, Samuel C. Fessenden, Fisher, Fouke, Fran 
chot, Frank, Granger, Grider, Haight, Hall, Harrison, Hol- 
man, Hooper, Horton, Julian, Kelley, William Kellogg, || prior to the rebellion, would be a greater calamity than the 
Kerrigan, Killinger, Leary, Loomis, Lovejoy, McKnight, 


rebellion itself, since it would give new life to the * irre 
a " " call ae . > : | . , oh . : 
Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, |) pressibie conflict,” and entail upon the nation another 
Justin 8. Morrill, Nixon, Noble, Norton, Odell, Patton, 


cycle of bitter contention and civil war. 

Potter, Price, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Riddle, || Rehan That thé seceded States can only be put down, 
Sedgwick, Shetlield, Shellabarger, Shiel, Smith, John B. |) ir at all, by being regarded as out of constitutional relations 
Steele, Stiles, Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis |) with the Union, and by being assailed upon principles of 
Thomas, Trimbic, Trowbridge, Van Valkenburgh, Verree, | ordinary warfare as between separate nations. 
Walker, Wall, Wallace, Washburne, Chilton A. White, || Resolved, That if any person in the employment of the 
Wilson, Woodruff, Wright, and Yeaman—sl. United States, in either the legislative or executive 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashley, Baker, Beaman, Bingham, |) pranches, should propose to make peace, or should accept or 
Samvel 8. Blair, Blake, Chamberlain, Cutler, Duell, Edger- || advise the acceptance of any such proposition on any basis 
ton, Edwards, ‘Thomas A.D. Fessenden, Goodwin, Harding, || whieh would restore the slave power to its former suprem 
Hickman, Hutchins, Francis W. Kellogg, Pike, Sargent, 


; > * acy in the Government, or by any new compromise. or 
Shanks, Sloan, Stevens, Van Wyck, and Windom—42. || amendment of the Constitution recognize slavery as an cle- 
So the resolution was adopted. 


| ment of power, such person will be guilty of a high crime. 
. Resolved, That the superior resources and mijitary prow 
Mr. WASHBURNE moved to reconsider the . 
vote by which the resolution was adopted, and 


ess of the North in the struggle are beyond dispute, and 
| that the question of its success turtis not upon its relative 
also moved to Jay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 


ability, but on the fitness of its chief Executive Magistrate 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


| to give effect to its power. 
Resolved, That itis unsafe to intrust the execution of 
any system of administration to persons who are not in cor- 
BOUNTY TO SOLDIERS dial sympathy therewith, and that no change of policy in 
Mr. WILSON offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 


On that motion I de- 





| 





| the conduct of the war is more than nominal which is not 
accompanied by a complete change in the personnel of the 
| executive department. 

Resolved, That it is a matter for serious r-flection 


i} 


whether another clection for President must got supervene 
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before the rightful authority of the nation can be estab- 
lished, and whether, in the mean time, it is not a flagrant 
waste of our chergies to continue the war. 

Resolved. That unless the army of the West shall have 
ewept through the valley of the Mississippi to its mouth, 
and the army of the Potomac annihilated the legions of Lee 
and Jackson. thus subverting the military power of the re- 
hellion, within a reasonable time, the best interests of the 
country and humanity will require a cessation of hostilities. 

Resolved, Vivat the States of the North, composing the 
American nation and wielding its power, must ever remain 
one aud indivisible on the basis of freedom for all, without 
distinction of race, color, or condition; that their mission 
must ever be to extend their own civilization over the en- 
tire continent; and that whatever derangements, difficulties, 
ehecks, or detente they may encounter, they must forever 
cherish and pursue the inspiring idea of uationaiity and 
continental dominion 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
be laid upon the table 

Mr. HOLMAN. On that motion I call forthe 
yeas and nays. 

The yens and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MALLORY. Is it proper to call for a 
division of the resolutions ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. MALLORY. Can we notlay a portion of 
them on the table, and reserve others to act on? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. Both 
the motion to postpone and the motion to lay on 
the tuble preclude a division of the resolutions. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay 

i J 
the resolutions on the table; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 132, nuy 1, as follows: 

VYiEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, William J. Allen, Alley, An- 
coua, Babbitt, Baily, Baker, Beaman, Biddie, Bingham, 
Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, William G. Brown, Buffinton, Cal 
vert, Chamberlain, Clark, Clements, Cobb, Colfax, Freder 
ick A. Conkling, Reseoe Conkling, Cox, Crisfield, Crit- 
tenden, Cutler, Dawes, Delano, Delaplaine, Duell, Daniap, 
Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, English, Fenton, Samuel 
(. Pessenden, Thomas A. 
Franchot, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grider, Gur 
ley, Haight, Hall, Harding, Narrison, Hickman, Holman, 
Hooper, Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, William Kellogg, Ker- 
rigan, Killinger, Lansing, Leary, Loomis, Lovejoy, Low, 
McKnight, McPherson, Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, Mitch 
ell, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8S. Morrill, Morris, 
Nixon, Noble, Noell, Norton, Odell, Patton, Pendleton, 
Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, Price, Alexander H. Rice, 
John H. Rice, Richardson, Riddle, Robinson, Edward H. 
Rollins, Sargent, Sedgwick, Segar, Shanks, Sheffield, 
Shetlabarger, Shiel, Sloan, Smith, Spaulding, John B. 
Steele, Stiles, Stratton, Benjamin F. ‘Thomas, Francis 
Thomas, Train, Trimble, Trowbridge, Vallandigham, Van 
Horn, Van Vaikenburgh, Verree, Wadsworth, Walker, 
Wali, Wallace, Ward, Washburne. Whaley, Albert S. 
White, Chiion A. White, Wickliffe, Wilson, Window, 
Woodruff, Wercester, Wright, and Yeaman—132. 

NAY—Mr. Conway—l. 


So the resolutions were laid upon the table. 


—+- —_ 


I move that the resolutions 


During the roll-call, 


Mr. COBB stated that Mr. Steece, of New Jer- || 
sey, was detained from the House by indisposi- 


tion. 
Mr. MAYNARD. 


motion, and I desire to call the attention of the 


House to the fact that this isthe first formal prop- | 


osition that has yet been introduced, dooking to 
the dismemberment of the Union and the recogni- 
tton of the southern confederacy. 


Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. It is by no }| 


means the first. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolutions were. laid on the 
table, and also move to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION. 
Mr. S.C. FESSENDEN offered the following 


resolutions: 


Resolved, ‘That the proclamation of the President of the 
United States, of the date of 22d September, 1862, is war- 
ranted by the Constitution. 

Resolved, That the policy of emancipation, as indicated 
in that proclamation, is well adapted to hasten the restora- 
tion of peace, was well chosen as a war measure, and is an 
exercise of power with proper regard for the rights of the 
States, and the perpetuity of free government. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the resolutions 
be laid on the table, and on that motion I call for 
the ro and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 53, nays 81; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Ancona, Baily, Bid- 
die, William G. Brown, Calvert, Cobb, Cox, Cravens, 
Crisfield, Crittenden, Delaplaine, Dunlap, English, Fouke, 
Granger, Grider, Hall, Harding, Harrison, Holman, Kerri- 
gan, Knapp, Law, Leary, Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, 
Morris, Noble, Norton, Odell, Pendleton, Price, Richard- 
sun, Rebinson, James 3. Rollins, Sheffield, Shiel, Smith, 
‘ohn B. Steele, Stiles, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


Thomas, Vallandigham, Wadsworth, Ward, Whaley, Chil- 
ton A. White, Wickliffe, Woodruff, Wright, and Yeaman 
NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Babbitt, Baker, 
Beaman, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, Biake, Buftinton, 
Burnham, Chamberlain, Clark, Colfax, Frederick A. Conk- 
ling, Roscoe Conkling, Cutler, Dawes, Delano, Deleplaine, 
Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Fenton, Samuel C. Fes- 
senden, Thomas A. D. Fessenden, Fisher, Franchot, Frank, 
Gooch, Goodwin, Gurley, Haight, Hickman, Hutehins, 
Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kil 


B 


linger, Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, Low, McPherson, Moot- ’ : 
|| to be pritited, and made the special order for Fyj- 
| day next, at one o’clock. 


head, Anson P. Morrill, Nixon, Noell, Patton, Pike, Pome- 
roy, Porter, Potter, Alexander H. Rice, Joha H. Rice, Rid- 
die, Edward H. Rollins, Sargent, Shanks, Shellabarger, 
Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, Stratton, Train, Trimble, Trow- 
bridge, Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Van Wyck, Verree, 
Walker, Wall, Wallace, Washburne, Albert S. White, Wil- 
son, Windom, and Worcester—81. 


So the House refused to lay the resolutions on || 


the table. 

The question then recurred on seconding the 
demand for the previous question. 

‘The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered, 


K. December 15, 








to be printed, and made the special order for 
Thursday next, at one o’clock. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS, from the same committee 
reported a bi]l making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Military Academy for the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1864; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, ordered 


SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC PRINTING. 
* Mr. CLARK. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to take from the Speaker’s table Senate 
resolution No. 108, for increasing the bond of the 
Superintendent of Public Printing, in order thatit 


| may be put on its passage. 


Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays || 


on the adoption of the resolutions. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


* The question was taken; and it was decided in 


D. Fessenden, Fisher, Fouke, | 


I rise to make a privileged | 








the affirmative—yeas 78, nays 51; as follows: 


There was no objection, and the joint resolution 
was taken up and read a first and second time. It 
provides for increasing the bond of the Superin- 
tendent of Public Printing to $40,000. 

The jointresolution was ordered to be engrossed 


| and read a third time, and being engrossed, it was 
_ accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


Y EAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Babbitt, Baker, | 


Beaman, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake,Buffinton, Burn 
ham, Chamberlain, Clark, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, 


Roscoe Conkling, Cutler, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Edgerton, | 


Edwards, Eliot, Ely,Fenton, Samuel C.Fessenden, Thomas 
A. D. Fessenden, Fisher, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, Good 


win, Gurley, Haight, Hickman, Hooper, Hutchins, Julian, | 


Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Wiiliam Kellogg, Killinger, 


Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, Low, McPherson, Mitchell, || 


Moortiead, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Noell, Pat- 
ton, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, Alexander H. Rice, 


Mr. CLARK. moved to reconsider the vote by 


| which the joint resolution was passed, and also 
| moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 


John H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sargent, Sedg- |! 


wick, Shetlabarger, Sloan, Spaulding, Train, Trowbridge, 
Van Valkenburgh, Van Wyck, Verree, Walker, Wall, 
Washburne, Albert 8S. White, Wilson, Windom, and Wor- 


cester—78. 


NAYS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Ancona, Bailey, Bid- | 


die, Calvert, Cobb, Cox, Cravens, Crisfield, Crittenden, | 
Dunlap, English, Fouke, Granger, Grider, Hall, Harding, | 


Harrison, Holman, Kerrigan, Kuapp, Leary, Mallory, May- | 


nard, Menzies, Morris, Noble, Norton, Odell, Peitdieton, 
Perry. Price, Richardson, Robinson, James S. Rollins, 
Shetiield, Shiel, Smith, John B. Steele, Stiles, Benjamin 
F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, Vallandigham, Wadsworth, 
Ward, Whaley, Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, Woodruff, 
Wright, and Yeaman—5l. 


So the resolutions were adopted. 


Mr. 8S. C. FESSENDEN moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolutions were adopted; 


and also moved that the motion to reconsider be | 


laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by its 


Secretary, Mr. Forney, notifying the House that | 
|| that body had disagreed to the amendment of the | 
House to the amendment of the Senate to House | 


bill No. 581, concerning certain judgments in cer- 
| tain suits brought by the United States. 


S=NROLUED BILLS. 
| Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Efffolled 


Bills, reported that they had examined, and found | 


| truly enrolled, bills of the following titles; when 
} the Speaker signed the same: 
| An act (S. No. 406) for the relief of the owners 
| of the French brig Jules et Marie; 
| Anact (S. No. 365) for the admission of the 
| State of Western Virginia into the Union, and for 
| other purposes; and 

An act (S. No. 405) authorizing the holding of 
a special session of the United States district 


NEUTRAL RIGHTS. 


The SPEAKER stated the question in order, 
the morning hour having expired, to be House 
| bill No. 103, in relation to neutral rights, the con- 
| sideration of which was postponed at the last ses- 
| sion of Congress to this day. 

Mr. COX moved that its further consideration 
be postponed until the third Monday in January 
next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


| 
} 
} 
} 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
| 
| 


Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 
| and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
| for the support of the Army for the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1864; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee 

of the Whole on the state of the Unien, ordered 





ee 





the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
LOSSES OF LOYAL CITIZENS. 


Mr. FENTON. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to move that House bill No. 40], re- 


|| lating to claims for the loss and destruction of 


property belonging to loyal citizens, and damages 
thereto by the troops of the United States, during 
the present rebellion, and the several amendments 
thereto, recommitted to the Committee of Claims, 
be printed for the use of the House. 

There was no cbjection, and the motion was 


agreed to. 


MISSISSIPPI SHIP CANAL. 


Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, House bill No. 
288, to construct a ship canal for the passage of 
armed naval vessels from the Mississippi river to 
Lake Michigan, and for other purposes, was spe- 
cially assigned for the 18th of this month. A res- 
olution on kindred subjects has been referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and as that com- 
mittee has not yet reported, 1 move that the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill be postponed until 
the first Tuesday in January next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. | move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I ask the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania to withdraw the motion to go into 


| committee until the call of the States has been 


| gone through with. Most of tlie States have beeu 


already called. 
Mr. STEVENS. I withdraw it for that pur- 


pose. 
MIAMI INDIANS. 
Mr. SHANKS introduced the following reso- 


lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior inform the 
House whether the permanent annuities for the year 1854 
and 1855, payable to the Miami tribe of Indians, in accord 
ance with the sixth article of the treaty with said tribe of 
June 6, 1854, have been paid to said tribe. 


HENRY W. DIMAN. 
Mr. SHEFFIELD introduced the following 


resolution: : 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring in the passage hereo!,) 
That the accounting officers of the Treasury be, and they 
hereby are, directed to adjust the accounts of Henry W. 
Diman, late acting assistant paymaster in the Navy, wliose 
books and papers were sunk and lost in the transport 
steamer Whiteman, July 18, 1862, in the Mississippi river, 
in accordance with the principles of equity and justice. 

The resolution was read a first and second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Suerriexp, was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


PROVISIONS FOR ENGLAND. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING introduced the fol- 
lowing joint resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Navy be au- 
t to d an armed vessel — a a, 
or, if in bis t necessary, two armed vessels, to con- 
voy any oieen ships which may be sent to carry contribu- 
tions for the relief of the suffering operatives of England. 


The resolution was reed-a first and second me. 
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1862, 
~ Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING demanded the pre- 


vious qui suion. 





not counted. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Roscoe 
Conxiine and Cox were appointed. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I think the resolution ought 
to be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
if England ean build an Alabama, she can send 
armed vessels for the purpose specified. 


The tellers reported—ayes 30, noes 46; no quo- 


rum voting. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I hope by unanimous con- 
sent there will be a recount. 

There was no objection. 

The previous question was seconded, (the tell- 
ers reporting—ayes 64, noes 42, and the main ques- 
tion ordered; and under the operation thereof the 
joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING demanded the pre- 
vious question on the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Porter and 
Haicur were appointed, 

The previous question was seconded, (the tellers 
having reported—ayes 52, noes 40,) and the main 
question ordered, 

Mr. PIKE demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

. The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 46, nays 71; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Baker, Bingham, Jacob B. Blair, 
Samucl 8. Blair, William G. Brown, Colfax, Frederick A. 
* Conkling, Roseoe Conkling, Cravens, Crittenden, Cutler, 
Dawes, Dunn, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, ‘Thomas A. D. Fes- 
senden, Franchot, Frank, Granger, Gurley, Harrison, Hol- 
man, Kelley, Lansing, Leary, McKnight, Mitchell, Nixon, 
Noell, Patton, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sargent, Sedg- 
vick, Segar, Shanks, Shellabarger, Sloan, Stratton, Ben- 
jamin F. Thomas, Van Horn, Van Wyck, Wadsworth, and 
Ward—46. 

NAYS—Messrs. Willian J. Allen, Ancona, Ashley, 
Baily, Beaman, Biddle, Blake, Buffinton, Burnham, Cal- 


vert, Chamberlain, Clark, Cobb, Cox, Crisfield, Duulap, | 


English, Fouke, Goodwin, Haight, Harding, Hickman, 
Hutchins, Johnson, Julian, William Kellogg, Kerrigan, 
Killinger, Knapp, Lazear, Lovejoy, Low, McPherson, Mal- 
lory, May, Maynard, Menzies, Moorhead, Anson P. Mor- 
rill, Justin 8. Morrill, Noble, Norton, Pendleton, Perry, 


H. Rice, Richardson, Robinson, James S. Rollins, Smith, 
Spaulding, John B. Steele, Stevens, Stiles, Trimble, Val- 
landigham, Van Valkenburgh, Verree, Walker, Wall, Al- 
hert S. White, Chilton A. White, Wicklitie, 
Woodruff, Worcester, and Wright—71. 


So the resolution was rejected. 


Mr. LOVEJOY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was rejected ; and also 


the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to, 


SOLDIERS PAY. 


Mr.VAN WYCK introduced the following res- | 
olution; which was read, considered, and agreed | 


to: 


Whereas grievous delays happen in the payment of money | 


due soldiers: Therefore, in order to ascertain if any and 
What legislation may be necessary to remedy such delays, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to furnish to this House the reasons why requisitions of pay- 
masters in the Army are not promptly filled. 


BONDED PUBLIC DEBT. 


Mr. POMEROY offered the following joint res- | 


olution: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, | 


That the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States be, 


and he ishereby, authorized and empowered to pay in coin | 


any portion of the bonded public debt maturing and falling 
due previous to the Ist of January, 1862. 


Mr. COX. 
from New York what part of the public debt he 
proposes to pay in coin at this time? 


Mr. POMEROY. The resolution states the | 


bonded debt which matures before the lst of Jan- 
vary, 1862. 


Mr. COX. I want an explanation. 


What I want to know is, whether the House will 


sanction a resolution which authorizes the Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury to allow some of our citizens 

to make a million tiem by having their bonds | 
pail in coin, and whether it ig necessary to the) 
creditoftheGovernment thatthe resolution should | 


pass? ; 


Wilson, | 


I would inquire of the gentleman | 





I know | 
that three or four millions of the public debt, un- | 
der the act of 1842, come due this year, and which | 
are held, | suppose, by persons in this country. | 
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Mr. POMEROY. [understand there are only 


|} between two and three millions of the bonded debt 
Ona division there were—ayes twenty-five, noes || 


maturing within the time referred to in the reso- 


lution, and | suppose of course the Government 


ought not, whether it will undertake to do so or 
not, to pay bonds issued years ago in green-backs 
issued during the past year. At any rate, the pub- 


lic faith requires that this bonded debt should be | 


aid in coin. 

Mr. COX. [ think the resolution had better go 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. MALLORY. I move that it be referred to 


| that committee. 


The motion was agreed to. 
AGRICULTURAL BUREAU. 


Mr. HICKMAN introduced the following res- 
olution; which was read, considered, and agreed 


| to: 


Resolved, That the Commissioner of Agriculture be di 


| rected to inform this House, at the eartiest day practicable, 


of the number of clerks and other persons engaged in the 
whole business of the Deparunent, together with the names 
of the same, the salary and pay of each, the nature of their 
employment, the length of time of their respective service ; 
and also the amount of money expended since his appoint 
ment for seeds, plants, and cuttings ; the quantity of differ 


ent kinds, with their respective price; when, where, and | 
by whom purchased. 


ASSISTANT ASSESSORS. 
Mr. BABBITT introduced the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing com- 


| pensation to assistant assessors for traveling expenses ne- 


cessarily incurred by them in the discharge of their official 


| duties ; and report by bill or-otherwise. 


NON-COMBATANT PRISONERS. 


| Mr. ANCONA introduced the following reso- | 
lution, and upon it demanded the previous ques- | 


tion: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- | 
| form the House what steps, if any, have been taken for 
| the relief of sutiers and other non-combatants attached to 


our Army, now held as prisoners at Richmond and else- 


| where. 


The previous question was seconded, und the 


| main question ordered to be put; and under the | 


operation thereof the resolution was adopted. 
Mr. ANCONA moved to reconsider the vote 


‘Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, John || by which the resolution was adopted; and also 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ACTS OF PAYMASTERS, ETC. 
Mr. McPHERSON introduced the following 


resolution; which was read, considered, and agreed 


|| to: 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon || | Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 


directed to inquire whether additional legislation, and if 


any, What, is necessary to prevent its evasion or violation by | 


; 


paymasters or paymasters’ clerks, of the act of June 18, 
1862, providing that company officers of volunteers shall be 


paid upon the muster and pay rolls of their companies, party, | 


or detachment, and not otherwise, except when on detached 


service, without troops, or on leave of absence; and that | 


they have leave to report by bill. 
EXPENDITURES AT BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Mr. CALVERT intreduced the following res- 


| olution: 


Resolwed, That the Secretary of War be direeted tw fur- 
nish the House with a statement of the expenditures of the 
quartermaster’s department at Beaufort, South Carolina, on 
account of the contraband fund, as it is termed, embracing 
the monthly report of the quartermaster at that place, and 


showing the number and description of persons paid out of 


that fund for each of the last three months. 


Mr. STEVENS. 
tion on the table. 


Mr. CALVERT. Upon that I demand the yeas || 


and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


to. 


The question recurriug on the adoption of the | 


resolution, 
Mr. CALVERT demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 
tion to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. CALVERT. Upon that resolution I de- | 


mand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was put; and it was decided in the 


affirmative—yeas 77, nays 42; as follows: 
YEAS—Mesers. Alley, Arnold, Ashley 








I move to lay that resolu- || 


Babbitt, Baker, | 
Beaman, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, | 


. 
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Jurnham, Chamberlain, Clark, Colfax, Frederick A. Conk- 
ling, Roscoe Conkling, Covode, Dawes, Edgerton, Eliot, 
Ely, Thomas A. D. Fessenden, Fisher, Franchot. Gooch, 
Goodwin, Gurley, Haight, Harrison, Hickman, Hooper, 
Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Lanstng, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Low, McKnight, McPherson, Miteheli, 
Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Nixon, 
Noell, Patton, ‘Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, 
Potter, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Riee, Edward H. Rot 
linus, Sargent, Sedgwick, Segar, Shanks, Sheffield, Shella- 
barger, Sloan, Stevens, Stratton, Benjamin F. Themas, 
‘Trowbridge, Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Verree, Wail, 
Wallace, Washburne, Albert 8. White, James F. Wilson, 
Windom, and Worcester—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. William J, Allen, Ancona, Baily, Bid- 
dle, William G. Brown, Calvert, Cobb, Cox, Cravens, Cris- 
field, Dunlap, English, Granger, Hall, Harding, Holman, 
Johnson, Kerrigan, Killinger, Knapp, Law, Lazear, Leary, 
Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, Morris, Norton, Odell, Pen- 
dleton, Perry, Richardson, John B. Stecie, Stiles, Franets 
Thomas, Vallandigham, Wadsworth, Ward, Chilton A. 
White, Wickliffe, Woodruff, and Wright—42. 


So the resolution was. referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. . 


FRANKING PRIVILEGE TO ASSESSORS. 
Mr. BROWN, of Virginia, introduced the fol- 


lowing resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of giving 
the franking privilege to the assessors of the internal rev- 
enue. 

PAYMENT TO LOYAL CITIZENS. 


Mr. BROWN, of Virginia, introduced a bill to 
provide for compensating loyal citizens for proper- 
ty taken for the use of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 
Mr. PENDLETON introduced the following 


resolution, on which he demanded the previous 
question: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform this 
House, if in his opinion nut inconsistent with the pablic 
interest, whether in any oath of alleginnee or parole re- 
quired to be taken by any prisoner held in custody as a so 
called political prisOner, there has been inserted a clause 
to the effect that he should not bring suit for the recovery 
of damages for such imprisonment, or that he should not 
oppose, by speech or otherwise, the war measures of the 
Administration. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move to lay that resolu- 


|| tion upon the table. 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 


Mr. PENDLETON. Upon that motion I de- 
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put; and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 77, nays 43; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Ashley, Babbitt, 
Baker, Beaman, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Buffin- 
ton, Chamberlain, Clark, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, 
Covode, Cutler, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Edgerton, Edwards, 
Eliot, Ely, Samuel C. Fessenden, Thomas A. D. Fessen- 
den, Fisher, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Gurley, 
Harrison, Hooper, Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, Lansing, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Low, Maynard, Mitchell, Moorhead, An- 
son P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Noell, Timothy G. Pheips, 
Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, Alexander H. Rice, John 
Hi. Rice, Riddie, Edward H. Rollins, Sedgwick, Segar, 
Shanks, Sheffield, Shellabarger, Sloan, Stevens, Stratton, 
Benjamin F. Thomas, ‘Trowbridge, Van Horn, Van Val 
kenburgh, Verree, Walker, Wall, Wallace, Washburne, 
Albert 8. White, Wilson, Windom, and Worcester—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ancona, Baily, Biddle, Jacob B. Blair, 
William G. Brown, Calvert, Roscoe Conkling, Conway, 
Cox, Cravens, Crisfield, Dunlap, English, Harding, Hol- 
man, Johnson, Kerrigan, Killinger, Knapp, Law, Lazear, 
Matlory, Menzies, Morris, Nixon, Norton, Pendleton, 
Perry, Richardson, Shiel, Smith, John B. Steele, Stiles, 
Francis Thomas, Vallandigham, Voorhees, Wadsworth, 
Ward, Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, Woodruff, Wright, 


!! and VYeaman—43. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 
ARMY STATISTICS. 


Mr. PENDLETON introduced the following 
resolution, and called for the previous question on 


| its adoption: 
The motion to lay upon the table was not agreed | 


Resolved, That the Seerctary of War be instructed to com 
municate to this House: Ist, the whole number of troups 
furnished by cach State since the war commences, giving 
the number of three months men under the call tor seventy 


| fivethousand men; 2d, the number furnished by eacis Stare 


under the call for five hundred thousand men, stating the 


|| number of one, two, and three years men furnished by cach ; 
I move to refer the resolu- | 


3d, the number of volunteers furnished by each State trader 
the call for three hundred thousand volunteers, with ihe 
terms of service, whether for one, tw4, or thiree years, or tor 
nine months; 4th, the number of men furnished by each 
State under the last call for three handred thousand men, 
stating whether they were drafted or volunteered ; Sth, the 
quota assigned to each State under the said respective calls 
for troops. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, moved to lay the 


resolution on the table. 
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Mr. PENDLETON called for the yeas and 
nays on the motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


i 
j 





‘The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the affirmative—yeas 71, nays 40; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Aldrich, Ashley, Babbitt, Baker, Bing 
ham, Jacob B. Biair, Biake, Buffinton, Chamberlain, Clark, 
Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Covode, 
Cutler, Dawes, Edgerton, Eliot, Ely, Thomas A. D. Fes- 
senden, Fisher, Pranchot, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Gur- 
jey, Harrison, Hickman, Hooper, Horton, Hutchins, Kelley, 
Francis W. Kellogg, Killinger, Lansing, Lovejoy, Low, 
McPherson, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Mor- 
rill, Nixon, Noell, Patton, Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, Pome- 
roy, Porter, Potter, Alexander f1. Rice, John H. Rice, Rid- 
dic, Edward U1. Rollins, Sargent, Shanks, Sheflield, Shella- 


barger, Sloan, Stevens, Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, | 


Trowbridge, Yan Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Verree, Wal- 


jace, Washburne, Albert 8. White, Wilson, Windom, and | 


Worcerter—7i. 

NAYS—Mesers. William J. Allen, Ancona, Baily, Bid- 
die, Clements, Cravens, Dunlap, Dunn, English, Grider, 
Harding, Holman, Kerrigan, Knapp, Law, Lazear, Mallory, 
May, Maynard, Menzies, Mitchell, Morris, Noble, Norton, 
Pendleton, Perry, Richardson, James 8. Rollins, Shiel, 
Jobun B. Steeie, Stiles, Francis Thomas, Vallandigham, 


Voorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, Wickliffe, Woodruff, Wright, | 


and Yeaman—40. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 
MeCLELLAN’S CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mr. GURLEY submitted the following resolu- 
tion, and called the previous question on its adop- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to transmit to 
this louse, so far as is notincompatible with the public in- 
terest, all correspondence between the President and Gen- 
ere! George B. McClellan, and between any Department 
of the Government and General George B. McClellan, since 
the campaign of the peninsula was undertaken. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I ask the gentleman to 
modify his resolution, so as to include telegraphic 
dispatches as well as correspondence by letter. 

Mr.GURLEY. They willall be included under 
the general term ** correspondence.”’ 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The resolution was adopted. 


DISABLED SOLDIPRS. 


ing resolution: 


Itesolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
directed to inquire and report to this House whether any 
Jegisiation is necessary to secure the more prompt exam- 
ination of sick and disabled soldiers, in reference to their 
discharge from the service for permanent disability. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I suggest to the gentle- 
man that instead of the reference of his resolution 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, it be re- 
ferred to the joint committee on the conduct of the 
war, which I believe has the same subject under 
consideration. 


Mr. SHELLABARGER. 


I have no special 


THE 





| 


TAX ON CANAL BONDS. 


Mr. MALLORY, by unanimous consent, sub- | 
mitted the following resolution; which was read, | 
considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of taxing the bonds of | 
eanal companies, and report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. MALLORY. I now submit another res- 
olution, on which | demand the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will remind the 
gentleman that unanimous consent must be ob- 
tained before his resolution can be received. 

Mr. MALLORY. lLask the unanimous con- 


| sent, then, to introduce the following resolution. | 


Mr. STEVENS. | object, and move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union. 


The motion was agreed to; so the rules were 
suspended, and the House accordingly resolved 


| itselfinto the Committee of the Whole on the state 


, clearly ascertained. 


choice on the subject. I think, however, itis well | 


enough to let it remain as it is. 
Military Committee, certainly in the Senate, have 
the subject under consideration. 7 

The resolution was adopted. 


ILOSPITAL COMMISSIONERS. 


Mr. BLAKE submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 


I understand the | 


of the Union, (Mr. Dawes in the chair,) and re- | 


sumed the consideration of the President’s annual 
message, Mr. Cox being entitled to the floor. 


MEANING OF THE LATE ELECTIONS. 


Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, it has been a cus- 
tom in all civilized countries, and a part of the con- 
stitution of all free countries, for the administra- 
tion to yield to the popular will, whenever it is 
In England, when the min- 
istry is voted down, they surrender their port 
folios to the queen. Even in Parliament, which is 
but an imperfect representative of the British peo- 
ple, no minister, however popular, can withstand 


| the sentiment of the Commons. He must resign, 


or rule under the scorn of the nation. In 1832, 
even the Duke of Wellington was not ‘iron’’ 
enough to resist the popular cry of * reform.”’ 
In 1846, when Cobden and Bright on the hustings, 
Villiers in the House, and Elliott in song, raised 
the cry of repeal of the corn laws and cheap bread 
for the people, the landed aristocracy, who had 


| the power, crumbled before the silent, solvent 
Mr SHELLABARGER submitted the follow- 


power of the popular voice. Sir Robert Peel, the 
greatest statesman since Chatham, bowed to the 
decree. The natidn yet honors him for this mag- 
nanimous statesmanship. Later, during the Cri- 
mean war, its gross mismanagement, shown up by 
an untrammeled press, drove an incompetent min- 
istry from power by a vote of the Commons. In 
Prussia, in France, and even in Austria, the sov- 
ereign and his advisers do not fail to conciliate the 
public mind by some graces of obedience. But 
1ere, sir, in this boasted free country, when our 
great States have pronounced against this Con- 
gress and against the emancipation and other 
schemes here hatched, we have mockery, defiance, 
and persistency in wrong doing. The people have 
raised their voice against irresponsible arrests; 
this House, on its first day, votes down my res- 
olutions, drawn in the language of every bill of 
rights in America, and refuse inquiry into these 
outrages upon the citizen. The people have con- 


| demned that worst relic of the worst times of 


French tyranny, the lettres de cachet; yet this 


| House, with indecorous hurry, lash through a 


structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a || 
board of hospital commissioners, to be composed of civil- || 
ians; the duty of said board to be to look after the sick and 


wounded, to tacilitate the discharge of the disabled, and to 
more effectually secure the comfort and provide for the 


wants of soldiers in hospitals; and report by bill or other- | 


wise. 
Mr. ALDRICH. 


like to move to amend by inserting, after the 


If it be in order, I would | 


bill of indemnity, which is to confiscate all the 
rights and remedy of the outraged citizen—a bill, 


| sir, which, if plead by a minion of power, the 


courts will laugh to seorn. The people have con- 
demned the edict of emancipation, an edict which 
Mr. Seward, on the 10th of March last, in a letter 
to Mr. Adams, declared ‘* would reinvigorate the 


|, declining insurrection in every part of the South;”’ 


. | 
word ** hospitals,”’ the words * and convalescent || 


camps.”” 

Mr. BLAKE. I have no objection to that 
amendment, and will accept it. 

The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

The SPEAKER announced that the call of the 
States for resolutions had been completed. 


PROPOSED NEW TERRITORY. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I wasabsent when 
the State of Illinois was called, and ask consent 
now to introduce a resolution of inquiry. 

No objection being made, Mr. Kexxoeg, of Il- 
linois, submitted the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of establishing a ter- 
ritorial government for that region of country in which are 


situate the Salmon river gold mines; and that they report by 
bill or otherwise, 





| 
} 


| 


| 
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| 


yet we have the presidential message, which pro- 
poses to adhere to the condemned proclamation, 
and in addition thereto proposes a compensated 
system of emancipation, running to the end of the 
century. The people desired the war to be con- 
tinued on one line of policy, declared by us last 
July a year, for the Constitution and the Union; 
but this contumacious assembly are determined 
to force it from that line, or abandon the Union. 

My colleague [Mr. Hurcutns] spoke the other 
day for the majority here, and gloried in that radi- 
calism which would ** reinvigorate the rebellion.’’ 
I think the Irish orator had my colleague in his 
eye, when he spoke of the “genius of universal 
emancipation.’’ [Laughter.] He glories in being 
a radical, because he goes to the root. I propose 
to tap that root for a few moments. Hiss 


_ is not upona new theme, nor is it freshly handled. 
Its point is its audacious disregard of the senti- 


| 
| 
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ment of his own State and of the North. He jg 
wiser than the ‘elders’ of the Republic, whom 
he stigmatizes; for they found never, what he has 
learned from other and recent sources, that sla. 
very and freedom are incompatible in our system, 
He pretends that the real cause of the rebellion 
lies in this irreconcilable antagonism. He forgets 
that seventy-five years of our history disprove hig 
fallacies. He urges such antagonism for militar 
reasons; when the truth is, his party got powe; 
by propagating this very heresy of hate. The 
scheme of exterminating slavery as a war meas- 
ure is anafter thought. Heclaims, moreover, the 
right under the Constitution to free all the slaves, 
because slavery is incompatible with that clause 
which guaranties to each State a republican form 
of government. He grows wiser ea the “ eld. 
ers,’’ who framed the Constitution, and who lived 
in slave States when it was made. He thinks 
the Congress and the Executive can unmake the 
State governments, and make new governments 
for the South when subjugated. He this be. 
comes as much of a disunionist and traitor as 
Davis. My colleague reproves the Presidentfor 
his delusion, because he hopes for relief by com- 

ensated emancipation in 1900. In this the dar- 
ing radicalism of my colleague outstrips even 
that of the Administration. He favors a ** Union 
as it will be when slavery is eradicated,’ and 
that makes him a radical. He says radicalism 
goes to the root. Soitdoes. Sothesavans whom 
Gulliver found, employed the hog to do plow- 
ing, to save the wear and tear of honest agricul- 
ture. He would have us root out slavery or dies 
Indeed, in picturing our ‘‘ armies penetrating the 
territory of the rebellion, carrying with them this 
military order of freedom inscribed upon their 
banner,’’ he would have his halting friends, like 
the President, ‘* dare ’’ more; he quotes the lan- 
guage of Mirabeau, the revolutionist, urging no 
revolt—no revolt by halves, no timidity, no hesi- 
tation from a.sense of duty, no sacrifice of pas- 
sion, no half-way indecision in treason; and he 
exhorts his confederates in abolition that it is bet- 
ter to be resolutely bad than indecisively honest! 
This is the language of revolution and the spirit 
of Satan as Milton pictures him in hell. The quo- 
tation of my colleague is felicitous; but it is a re- 
lief to know that his comrades in revolt have not 
the daring of Davis, the manliness of Mirabeau, or 
the intellect of Satan. 

He indulges in comparisons between this radi- 
calism, which he espouses, and that conservatism 
which is now organized under the Democratic 
name. 

The word ‘ conservative’’ is not the name of a 
party. Itisan element now dominant among the 
people. It represents the principle of repose and 
strength; the ideas of order and law. It defends 
the Constitution. It would restore the Union. 
When the gentlemen likens it to the Israelites 
who hankered for the slavery of Egypt; when he 
says that those who prefer the Union as it was, 
are like the Tories of the Revolution; when he 
likens them to the Scribes and Pharisees, who 
preferred the doctrines of the elders, he perpetrates 
superficial nonsense. To stigmatize those who 
are in favor of the Union of Washington as like 
the Tories whom Washington fought, is the sil- 
liest bathos of a mediocre poet, whom Horace says 
gods, men, and booksellers despise. [Laughter.] 
To liken the conservative voice just uttered at our 
elections to the Just of the Israelites for the flesh- 
pots of Egypt, has not the dignity of a school- 
girl’s rhapsody. The simile which he drew be- 
tween the Scribes and Pharisees and those who 
reverence the Constitution because it is the work 
of the ** elders,” smacks of a supercilious egotism 
which itis idle to answer. There are no such 
analogies between the parties of the day. No 
comparisons are smiled: to show the differences 
between the radicalism which uproots to destroy 
and the conservatism which would guard to save. 
I would like to know the difference in spirit be- 
tween the radicalism of secession, which con- 
temned the constitutional majority and set up for 
itself on slavery principles, and the radicalism 
which now defies the people’s will to set up for 
itself on anti-slavery iene. S 

This radical party of the gentleman has been in 

wer six hundred and fifty-one days—since the 
4th of March, 1861, to the present time. What 
is the result? I do not now ask who has caused 
this result; bat what ie our condition under the 
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agents selected at Chicago by a sectional organ- | 
ization, acting with those of similar radical views 
in the South ? ° 

1. A confederation of thirty-three States, to 
which appurtenant were seven Territories, has 
been torn into two partg, under severed and bel- 
ligerent governments. 

9. From a state of concord the —_- of these 
States have been made hostile; and one half of the 
neople of these States, capable under the law of 
aring arms, have become consumers instead of 
peaceable producers of wealth. © 

3. That these men, numbering perhaps two | 
millions, connected with the armies of the North | 
and South, are costing the people atleast $1,000,000 
per day, which is not being replaced; for all that 
is spent in war 1s, by the laws of economy,a loss 
to those who spend it, as a mere pecuniary trans- 
action, and not counting ultimate and moral re- 
sults. 

4. That since this Administration came into 
power there has been lost to this country, merely 
as a matter of business, not counting debt and 
taxes of a national or State character, at least 
300,000,000 in the destruction of property, in- 
terference with established business, increase in 
wages, spoliation of railroads, depots, produce, 
corn, wheat, flour, cotton, hay, crops, &c. 

5. That the debt of this country at this time, if | 
all the liabilities not liquidated are included, and | 
not including the $80,000,000 left by the preceding 
Administration, amounts at this time tothe sum | 
of $1,000,000,000; and, by the Ist of July, 1864, 


2. 





j 





ewill, in my judgment, amount to $2,500,000,000. || 


| stored as itwas. There are many things which render such 


The estimates for the Army alone for the next | 
year are $700,000,000. 


tariff which imposes a burden on the West, to 
benefit manufacturing in New England, and pays 
indirectly $60,000,000 into the Treasury and into 
the pockets of capitalists, and ee from the 
consumers, who are farmers of the West. 

7. That we have nowa system of internal tax- 





ation, costing for collection some $4,000,000 extra, || 


which might have been saved, and levying, in one 
year, $150,000,000, as interest only on a great 
national debt, and with an army of newly made 
officeholders with exorbitant salaries. 

8. That within these six hundred and fifty-one 
days a party has succeeded which proposes, by 
legislation and proclamation, to break down a 
labor system in eleven States, four millions of ne- 
groes whose industry has been productive hitherto, 
worth, on or before the 4th of March, 1861, an 
average of $500 apiece, being in all $2,000,000,000,; 
and when this capital is destroyed, the objects 
of this pseudo philanthropy will remain on hand, 
North and South, as a mass of dependent and 
improvident black beings, for whose care the tax 
will be almost equal to the war tax, before their 
omen will again be fixed safely and prosper- 
ous y- 

9. That within these six hundred and fifty-one 
days the rights of personal liberty, freedom from 
arrest without process, freedom for press and 
speech and the right of habeas corpus have been | 
suspended and limited, and, at times, destroyed; 
and in the place of resurrected and promised liberty 
to four million blacks, we have had the prospect 
of a buried liberty which the past eight hundred 
years have awarded to the white Anglo-Saxon 
race, 


10. That for the 


a currency of a few years | 


__ is 


ti 


servatism has played the radical so far as to up- 
root this gigantic Upas tree, whose shade poisons 
the nation’s life. It would cover over and refresh 
the exposed roots of the goodly tree planted by 
the fathers, that it may grow again, and blossom 


| and bear fruit for the children. 


| gress. 
| tive. 
| gray hairs; no counterfeit glory upon his head, | 


| try’s trial. 


‘ire of the radical. 


;} about which he has no business. 


Is it necessary to illustrate the differences be- 
tween the radicalism and conservatism now oper- 
ating in our politics? I will not go back to Egypt, 
or Palestine, or even to the Revolution. We have 
in our midst subjects of comparison. The gen- 


an intellect like a demi-god, clamoring for a dic- 
tator and scoffing at the Constitution, infinite in 


| his power of mischief, might well illustrate radi- 
| calism; while the gentleman from Kentucky, with 
| a heart as large as his intellect, would illustrate 
One defends contractors, palliates | 


the opposite. 
peculation, and assaults investigating committees. 
Given the leadership here in this time of peril, he 
uses it to preach a salus populi suprema lex as of 
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| teman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srevens,] with | 


higher sanction than his oath to the Constitution. | 


| He deals in invective, and talks of being provoked 
| by a constitutional opposition or a modest sug- 


gestion. He would tear down the fabric of his 
Government to vent his spite on an institution 


During this 
session he voted for the dismemberment of Vir- 


| ginia, and gave these radical reasons: 
“ For I will not stultify myself by supposing that we have || 


any warrant in the Constitution for this proceeding. This 
talk of restoring the Union as it was under the Constitution 
as it is, is one of the absurdities I have heard repeated until 
I have become sick about it. This Union can never be re- 


an event impossible. This Union shall never with my con- 
sent be restored under the Constitution as it is, with slavery 


. om . by it.” 
6. That we have now a system of taxation by || Br ER seyret 


Such language would befit the Richmond con- 


He who utters it is indeed no conserva- | 


Turn to another in our midst; a man of || Too many of the other side have lost their sense 


but the glory of a long, useful, and patriotic ca- 


reer. 
tucky to represent the people among whom Henry 
Clay lived and died, to counsel us in this our coun- 


the very torrent and tempest of this anti-slavery 
frenzy. His course may arouse the sneers and 
He may be likened to the 


| sensual Israelite, the hypocritical Pharisee, or the 
| obsequious Tory; but the people know him as one 


who would have saved them from the war, and 
who would now lead them to the land of our prom- 
ise. His conservatism would not pull down; it 
would build up. It abounds not in empty cries 
of humanity about the blacks. It would save this 


| western world to constitutional freedom for the 
| white, from the anarchy of the day. It looks for- 
ward to the old time, under the old flag. It fears | 
to let loose vengeance in the form of atrocious | 
confiscations and cruel spoliation of non-combat- | 


ago, we have already in circulation millions of || 


depreciated Government promises to pay, ranging 
from $1,000 notes down to five cent shinplasters. 

ll. That we have the promise of a bankrupt 
law at this session, as the wholesale result of these 
commercial derangements. 

12. That we have had killed in these six hun- 
dred and fifty-one days at least one hundred and 
fifty thousand of the best youth of the country on 
bloody fields of battle, and nearly the same num- 

t by sickness in camps and hospitals. 


given as to the laws of this Congress—the legal 
tender and the confiscation acis—we learn that 
there is a general encroachment by one depart- 
ment of the Government upon the other. 

14. That the Christian religion has been defiled 
by its teachers, and civilization set back a half | 
century by the demoralization incident to these || 
unhappy events, | 

This is the radicalism of my colleague. Con- 


_13. That by the decisions of the courts, already | 


j 


| unlicensed printing. 
|| Constitution, made at Independence Hall on the 


ants and deluded fellow-countrymen. It would 


give laws to war. 


public! It would never heal 
mercenary contracts. It woul 
and confiscate afterwards. 

cate without conviction. It would observe the 
law North to punish its breach South. It would 
guard the Constitution while putting down its as- 
sailants. It does not for months assassinate the 
character of our generals because they do not favor 
radical notions. It would conserve character, even 
while it would protect the freedom of speech and 
It loves and admires the 


| 


| 17th of September, 1787, and would echo thesclose 
_of Story’s Commentaries, esto perpetua! It makes 
| sacrifices to defend it. It votes and speaks against 
| the worthless men who, in the name: of a higher 
| law and in the name of a military necessity, would 


destroy it. 


| atism and that radicalism is the difference between | 
Hyperion and Satyr, Gabriel and Mephistophles, | 


| 


Democracy and Abolition! The people, thank 
God, though late, perceive the gulf which sepa- 
rates these clements of blessing und of woe. 

Yet my colieague would arraign this conserva- 


tism as pro-slavery and treasonable; and with that | 


irreverence which is not infrequent with his class, 
he pretends that God is upon the side of this rad- 
icalism. Why, sir, | speak it all reverently, God 
himself has been called, by an abolition divine, a 
Democrat. Theappeliation is true, if democracy 


He comes to us from his retirement in Ken- | 


It would conserve the home, | 
the State, the institutions of the country—the Re- || 
olitical grudges by | 
try the traitor first, | 
It would not confis- | 


95 


Providence 


be the synonym of conservatism, 
organizes and conserves. Itis a part of His es- 
tablished order. Besides, it has been said that 
the voice of the people is the voice of God. Surely 
these waiters on Providence should heed the voice 
of the people speaking from the political Sinai. 
Amidst the thunders and lightnings and thick 
cloud and the quaking of the mountain, the 
trumpet has sounded; and yet ye, unlike Israel, 
‘have not sanctified yourselves lest the Lord 
break forth upon ye.’’ The trumpet voice has 
spoken: 


We are the people who have set you in high 
places. 


Thou shalt have no other source of power be- 
fore you. 
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven im- 
age of ebony, before which to bow thyself, nor 
| to serve it. [(Laughter.} 

Thou shalt not take the name of liberty in vain; 
for thou shalt not be held guiltless for such sac- 
rilege upon personal and constitutional freedom. 

Remember the days of October and November, 
to keep them holy. (Laughter. ] 

Honor tic Constitution and the Union, if you 
would have your days long in the land. 

Thou shalt not kill—in vengeance and in vain. 

Thou shalt not degrade the white race by such 
intermixtures as emancipation will bring. 

Thou shalt not steal, nor suffer the money of 
the people to be stolen by the army of jobbers and 
contractors, 

' Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbors, charging them falsely with Talevalis. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s servants, 
neither his man servant, nor his maid servant, nor 
| anything which is thy neighbor’s, nor tax the peo- 
| 
| 


| ple for their deliverance. 
Willthese commandments be heeded ? I fear not. 


of responsibility by losing their offices. 

Among all my colleagues of the last Congress, 
upon the ather side, but one remains—but oae— 
the member from the northwest, [Mr. Asutey,] 


‘ \ n- || and hewas elected by the divisions of the conserva- 
He bids us to manifest temperance in | 


tive force of the district. As with the children of 
| Israel, the sea divided and his virtues enabled him 
| to go over dry shod. [Laughter.} My colleague, 
| (Mr. Hurenins,} who was so kind as to write my 
| epitaph at the last session, picturing me as going 
| down ina colored * sunset,’’ had not even the ap- 


| will allow me, with tender regret, to borrow the 
| apostrophe of the poet to Wilberforce as suitable 
; 
to his case: 
Oh! shade of the fallen; Oh! genius sublime ; 
Great friend of the Neero from Africa’s clime ; 
Alas! how low he lies. [Laughiter.} 
Night suddenly came, and his day was done, 
His sun was set, and another sun 
Iilumes the dusky skies.’’ [Laughter.] 


I doubt not his speech at the last session in 
favor of the blacks settling where they pleased, 
was the reason of his premature setting and set- 
tling. He should notcomplain. He was a bright 
light of Republicanism in the dark places of Ohio; 
but he must remember ‘that al] that’s bright 
must fade.’? His demise was a civil necessity. 
The people have said to him and his friends—all 
defeated, I believe, but about a dozen—** Way- 
ward sisters, departin peace.’’ [Laughter.] Let 
them return to private life. Itis their destiny. 
| Their political graves are dug. Their winding 
sheetsare prepared, Their gravestones are ready. 
Methinks I hear the clods fall upon their coffins at 


|| noon on the coming 4th of March. They should 


The difference between this conserv- | 


not complain. The earth itself must at last pass 
| away, and be rolled up like a scroll. Nature, 

trembling and in flames, will one day give way. 

Let them not complain, but bow to the decree 
| of dissolution. None knew them but to curse 
them; none named them but to damn. Properly 
and philologically speaking, they are here as the 
representatives of perdition; for they are lost to 
|us. [Laughter.} Their loss will, however, be 
| our gain. “Their calling and election not having 
been made sure, they now seek, in the little span 
allotted them, to continue those political trans- 
gressions for which they are condemned already. 
My colleague [Mr. Hurcuis] has, however, it 
| seems, turned practical humanitarian since the 
elections. I commend him forit. Heis no longer 
| a political Mrs. Jellaby, manufacturing here moral 
' pocket handkerchiefs for the pickaninnies of Hil- 
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ton Head; but he has been there, observing how 
the young African learns to shoot in a-b-abs, and 
how the black brigade learns to shoot in platoons. 
Lie hus no doubt observed what the President told 
the preachers, ** that they eat, and that was all.” 
Perhaps he might tell us how many thousands, 
under this humanitarian regime, we have already 
living at our national festive board, and singing 
the song: 
“Old Uncle Sam’s the landlord—we eat and drink our 
fill; 

And the wisdom of the measure is—there’s nething for 

the bill,”? 

The House refused us this information last ses- 
sion; and since then they have inereased and scat- 
tered over the land, until they number hundreds 
of thousands. We hear of four hundred wagon 
loads in Mississippi, several thousand in the dis- 
trict of my friend from HUlinois, [Mr. Aten,] 
thousands here in the District; and for their sus- 
tenance and elevation, the overburdened people 
are to be taxed, while the families of white sol- 
diers clamor for food im our cities. The House 
this afternoon voted down the resobution of in- 
quiry of my friend from Maryland, [Mr. Ca.- 
vert,] as to the cost of the contraband business 
in Carolina, I assert here that the report of the 
quartermaster at Beaufort, South Carelina, will 
show that for the month of September four gen- 
eral superintendents received $150 per mouth, and 
sixty-four other superintendents received $50 per 
month, for taking care of ninety-three negroes! 
This report shows $3,800 per month, being at the 
rate of $45,600 per annum for the care of ninety- 
three, big and little, male and-female, ** free Amer- 
icans of African descent.’’ Athousand dollars per 
year would astonish a western farmer for such a 
service. But we are refused all information as to 
this and similar infamous abuses. But the time 
is near when all willbe out. Why are these things 
hidden from the people? I think my colleague 
might have given us some of his observations on 
this head while he was in the South.« The con- 
solation for this the Executive gives us, when he 
tells our people that white men can go down and 
take the places of slaves, if they do not like having 
the slaves coming North to jostle and oust them 
from their places. 

I, too, like the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 


i 
i} 








expresses the resolve never to have that integrity | 


broken “in two.’’ But, sir, there is carefully omit- 
ted all expression against destroying or impairing 
our Government as established by the Constitu- 
tion, with its present departments, and its present 


local, State, and Federal relations. Memberscan | 


vote for those resolutions, yet be in favor of thor- 


oughly changing these relations. The gentleman 


| its territory and Government, yetinsidiously favor | 


can defend foreter the unity of the United States, 


a system of centralized power. A dictatorship has 
already been heralded by him here; and it is not 
inconsistent with these resolutions. Every inch 
of our domain might remain under our flag, yet 


| that flag might be made the emblem of a new and 


raphy ought to be preserved at the price of our | 


odious political system. The framers of the Con- 


stitution admonished us that if we should crush | 


out the States, though the territory might remain, 
yet our liberties would be lost. 

The unity of a pareel of provinces, held by a 
martial iron grip, or tethered by prison bounds, 
is not the unity of the American Constitution.«In 
a unity like that, with the States eclipsed, how 
could you make a Senate, an electoral college, or 
a President? Strike out the planets, and you have 
no system. He is an idiot who thinks our geog- 


freedom. Do you want to reproduce the alliance 
of Ireland with England? Venetia with Austria? 
How will you hold it?) By large armies, at enor- 
mous cost? How, in case of foreign war, could 
you preserve sucha Union? Even our Territories 
crow restive under Federal rule, and clamor to be 
States in their nonage. Such a scheme of mili- 
tary satrapies, menacing our northern liberty and 
leading to endless intrigue, it is idle and criminal 
to contemplate. The people will have none of it. 
They have thus instructed us, in thunder tones, 
at the recentelections. They desire no other form 
or fact of government than such as the Constitu- 
tion gives; no other flag than that which has all 
the stars in equal luster, and no black interpolated 
between the red, white, and blue. 

Doubtless this popular will has reached the gen- 


| tleman from Pennsylvania. Last session, he be- 


gan with a bill which proposed, by unconstitu- 


| tional legislation, to change the relations of local 


ticMARDSON,] am anxious to support the Exec- |) 


utive in crushing this armed sedition in the South, 
and will support him whenever he is upon the 
proper path. The elections never meant to with- 
draw from him the conservative support, if he had 
pursued the policy marked out at the extra ses- 
sion. But the people have condemned the chimer- 
ical scheme of compensated emancipation which 
he has again anneunced, and which my colleague 
defends; a scheme which the President thinks 
will save the enormous outlays for the war, by 
abolishing its cause—slavery. How ean we ap- 
ply those simple Mother Goose melodies of the 
message——that it is not so easy to pay something 
as nothing, or easier to pay a large sum than a 
larger one—when emancipation will add to the 
larger sum something larger still, by ‘* reinvigor- 
ating the rebellion?’? One important question 
seems never to have been considered at the White 
House—what if abolition does not end the war? 
if the fear of abolition was in part the cause of the 
war, will abolition stop it? If there were any- 
thing true in the motto, * like cures like,”’ this 
might be logic; but, unfortunately, like causes 
produce like effects. It is utterly wild to expect 
that the South will disband or be reconciled or be 
conquered by abolition, since abolition banded 
them in arms against us. 

if the President make real the fears which led 
them to arm against the Government, the war will 


be embittered, prolonged, and made more expens- | 
ive. Untold millions will be added as well for | 
the idle purpose of turning over to the Treasury | 


or the poor house the Africans freed from their 
masters, as to pay for the slaves when freed. 

But we are told the integrity of the Union will 
be assured; and the gentleman from Penusylvania, 
[Mr. Srevens,} has introduced resolutions look- 
ing to this end. 

‘The import of his resolutions is confined to the 
unity and indivisibility of the Union. The second 
and fourth propositions are all included in the first. 
The weaned expresses the stigma which ought to 
be fixed on him whe would violate the national in- 
tegrity, which is asserted in the first; and the fourth 


interests from State to Federal control. Now he 
reserves, as to that, a discreet silence in his reso- 
lesions, and only proposes a unity of territory and 
Government. The peopledemand the territory as 


| it was, the Government as it is, and no meddling 


other, by any party, with any force, by any laws, | 
or for any purpose, in the interest of any species | 
| of philanthropy, or for the benefit of any race, | 


with the area of the one or the functions of the 


red, white, or black! 

But, sir, I do not complain that the gentleman 
has omitted in his resolutions any expression as 
to preserving the rights, equality, and dignity of 
the States under the Constitution. Who would 


believe that such expressions were sincere, after | 


the vote of the gentleman on the 2Istof July last 


for a resolution of that kind, offered by the gen- | 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Carrrenven.] The | 


| gentleman from Pennsylvania is no hypocrite. 


| for consistency. The Crittenden resolutions are | 


| The time for pretenses has gone by. 
queradeis over. He will drag no unpleasantcorpse | 


he mas- 
of memory about with him. Greatsouls care not 
in the dead past with him. The State suicide 


doctrine is now openly avowed. The constitu- 
tional guarantees to personal liberty and private 


| property are set atnaught. The purpose so long 


| 
tt 


hinted at and indirectly attempted—to abolish | 
slavery by Federal legislation or executive proc- | 


lamation—has become the shibboléth of a party, 


and the avowed object of the war. It would not | 


have done to have avowed this purpose at the be- 
ginning of the war. As has bess said by the 
Auantic Monthly, the organ of the abolition ditet- 
tante in Boston: 


“The opposition to the southern secession took its first 
form as a rally by all parties tothe detense of the Constitu- 
tion and the maintenance of the Union. For any anti-sta- 
very zeal to have attempted to divert the aroused patriotism 
of the lind to a breach of one of its fundamental constita- 
tional provisions would have been treacherous and futile; 


the majority of our enlisted patriotic soldiers would have | 
laid down their arms. If the leadings of Providence shall | 


direet the thickening strife into an exterminating crusade 
against slavery, doubtless our patriots will wait on Provi- 
dence. Bat we could not have started in our stern work 
avewing thatas an object of our own. ”’ 


The war began for the holy object of national 
salvation, by the defense of the Constitution. The 
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effort is now made to end it as a diseraceful ery. 
sade against slavery, betraying the patriotism of 
the land, and mocking the hones of mankind. Ir 
began for the noblest purpose; it will end, unless 
restored by the popular voice, now assuming its 
olden tone again, in diabolical and merciless ex. 
termination of territory, property, States, Goy- 
ernment, and Union. 

It is not my purpose now to condemn or dis- 
cuss the acts of the last session. The nation has 
passed upon them, and there is no need of reso- 
lutions or speeches to explain their action. If the 
gentleman thought by introducing his resolutions 
that he could discover any lack of national feel- 
ing, any sympathy with this unnatural rebellion, 
or any desire here to have this nation changed in 
polity, symmetry, orgeography, he was mistaken, 
If the President, in his message, thought that his 
argument in favor of the physical union of these 


| States was needed to teach the people true views 
| or new views, he was mistaken. The meaning of 


the late elections is, that no separation of these 
States can ever be permitted. The people have 
registered their oaths at the ballot-boxes, that no 
infraction of the Constitution shall be suffered, 
They will have unity without the aid of such coun- 
sels. They will have their ancient and written 
charter of liberties, in spite of all attempts to 
despoil them. ‘There was no need of such reso- 
lutions; there was need of other resolutions, 
voted down by the other side—resolutions to stop 
irresponsible and arbitrary arrests; resolutions 


| against changing the form of our Government; 
| resolutions against wholesale and expensive )hi- 


lanthropic experiments, which tend to destroy the 
moral, religious, political, and physical substance 
and unity of the nation. 

I know the impression has been created among 
the weaker portion of the now weaker party that 
the late elections are somehow an expression in 
favor of secession. If this were true, what a mes- 
sage of encouragement it would be to the rebelliou! 


| Those who circulate libels upon the people of the 


North,either cannot have the sense to perceive their 
effect, or are regardless of the truth. If it were 
true, how pitiful would be the condition of this 
nation. The rebels find no such encouragement 
in these elections. But the Richmond Examiner, 
of November 21, does find in the * policy of the 
radical party North that which alone could have 
eradicated the deep-rooted sentiment of Unidn 
from the southern bosom.”’ It does find ‘ that 
the radical party have pursued a policy whieh has 
consolidated southern sentiments and united our 
[their] people as one man in supportof the war.”’ 
Sach was the belief of the people as to the effect 
of radicalism; and hence the result in Ohio and 
the Northwest. At the East, let that noble cham- 
pion, the Governor elect of New York, speak as 
to the significance of the election in that State. |) 
his speech, before the election, at Brooklyn, Ho- 
ratio Seymour said: 

** Now, when the men of the South made the bayonet and 
the sword the arbiter, they elected, and not we ; when they 


determined to settle it by blood, (and not we,) the sword, s» 
far as the present is concerned, must be the arbiter; and in 


| our strong right arms it shall strike vigorous and true blows 
| for the lite of our country, for its institutions, and for its 


flag. Now, let me say this to the higher law men of the 


‘| North, and to the higher law men of the South, and to the 


whole world that looks on as witnesses to the mighty events 
transpiring in this country, that this Union shail never be 
severed; no, never. Whatever other men may say, as for 
the conservative people of this country, and as for myself 
as an individuai—let other men say and think what they 
please—as for the division of this Union, and the breaking 
up of that great natural alliance which is made by nature 
and by nature’s God, Lever will consent to it, no, never, 
as long as I have a voice to raise or a hand to fight for this 
our glorious land.”? 


The executive message as to the indivisibility 


| of the. United States, and the resolutions of the 


gentleman, are but the feeble echo of this stalwart 
ery of the people: ‘ That this Union shall never 
be severed—no, never. The natural alliance 
made by nature and nature’s God shal] never be 
brokén—never!’’ It was because the people feared 
this, that they have hurled so many of you from 
your seats here. The epitaph upon this Congress, 
which withaglad prophetic grace I had the hover 
to pencil for your political sepulchers at the last 
session, will carved in that enduring marble 
which will be at once the grave of sedition and the 
monument of loyalty. 

It has been asserted that the people have con- 
demned this Administration because there was not 


a vigorous prosecution of the war. The dismissal 
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